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Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, Na-Cho Nyäk Dun and Vuntut Gwitchin Pleased for Public Hearing on
Wetlands and Placer Mining
DAWSON CITY – The Northern Yukon First Nations are pleased the Yukon Water Board is holding a public
hearing from Oct. 27–29, 2020, regarding placer mining and Yukon’s wetlands.
This hearing is the result of concerns raised about the significant and irreversible damage to the Indian River
wetlands south of Dawson City caused by mining activities. The hearing may inform the Water Board’s internal
policies, their Wetland Information Guidelines, and recommendations the Board makes to the Government of
Yukon about activities in wetland ecosystems throughout the territory.
The Northern Yukon First Nations believe additional information and caution are required before activities
causing further irreversible damage to wetlands and the Yukon’s ecosystem are considered. Wetlands represent
a small, but important, proportion of the Yukon and some, such as those in the Indian River valley, have already
been extensively affected by mining.
“Our Northern First Nations view the land as a whole and wetlands as an integral part of the land. Our Elders
identified water as one of our main responsibilities to protect the integrity of our lands, animals and people. “
said Vuntut Gwitchin Chief Dana Tizya-Tramm. “It is our legacy to protect the natural processes of our land for
our children, so they can have lives that are as valuable and meaningful as ours have been.”
“It is the intact environment that supports our citizens—physically, emotionally, and culturally,” said Na-Cho
Nyak Dun Chief Simon Mervyn. “We are consequently very concerned with the cumulative effects of placer
mining in wetlands.”
“Our wetlands are an important part of the Yukon’s ecology,” said Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Chief Roberta Joseph. “It is
important to understand the impacts of mining and the ability to reclaim the wetlands before allowing activities
to continue in these sensitive areas.”
The Yukon Environment and Socio-Economic Board has repeatedly found and recommended that placer mining
activities not be allowed in undisturbed wetlands in the Indian River valley, due to significant adverse cumulative
effects. In light of similar findings and concerns, the Water Board also recommended the Government of Yukon
stop permitting mining activities in the Indian River wetlands. However, despite these bodies’ findings and
recommendations, the Government of Yukon continues to issue decision documents which allow for mining
activities in wetlands and may even permit mining activities in undisturbed wetlands.
The upcoming Water Board hearing is a critical opportunity to gather information on the importance of
wetlands, the cumulative impact of placer mining activities in wetlands, and the protections and conditions that
may need to be imposed on future mining projects.
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