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The Moosehide Community Plan and Cultural Resources
Management Plan were produced by the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in over
the summer, fall and winter of 2015‐16. In addition to input from
citizens and residents, an Advisory Committee provided guidance
while Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in government departments assisted
throughout. We are indebted to everyone who participated.
All photographs are courtesy of Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Archives.
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Executive Summary
refuge for those seeking a return to the traditional ways. As the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in cultural and spiritual home, the spirit of
Moosehide permeates throughout its people. So why does such a
successful community require a community plan? And why now?
Extensive consultation certainly confirmed that residents and
citizens alike are happy with the way the community functions and
appreciate their relatively unregulated lifestyle. Most would like it to
stay that way.

Moosehide village has been an extraordinary home for the Tr’ondëk
Hwëch'in. Originally a seasonal hunting and fishing camp,
Moosehide became a permanent haven for the First Nations when
its traditional lifestyle was threatened by the Klondike Gold Rush. As
30,000 gold seekers decanted themselves and their supplies at the
confluence of the Yukon and Klondike Rivers, so the Tr’ondëk
Hwëch'in sought refuge and protection at their traditional camp just
a few miles downstream. It was at Moosehide the Tr’ondëk
Hwëch'in nurtured the traditions, culture and spirituality that had
sustained them for thousands of years. Despite being displaced from
their long‐established fishing and hunting grounds, and in many
cases from their homes, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in showed great
resilience to retain the core beliefs, practices and lifestyle on which
its people depended.

There are two main reasons for developing the community plan.
Firstly, to confirm and formally record what attracts citizens to
Moosehide ‐ what makes it special and how it functions.
Documenting the informal management processes and daily life will
highlight the practices that have made the community so attractive.
It will help safeguard and enhance lifestyles. It will serve to
encourage Chief and Council and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in
Government to acknowledge and consider the foundations of
Moosehide’s success and will help guide decision making.

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in carefully balanced participation in the new
economy‐ continuing active traditional pursuits while contributing
goods and services to the burgeoning City of Dawson and the gold
fields. As the gold rush subsided Moosehide developed into a safe
and welcoming community for its residents and the other First
Nations peoples who frequently visited. Even when the community
lost most of its permanent residents in the late 1950s it still retained
its place at the heart of Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in culture.

Secondly, as Moosehide becomes more popular and more families
consider building homes at the village, so pressures on land,
infrastructure and lifestyles will increase. Historically, the residents
have always taken care of the village and each other without undue
interference or direction. As more, and younger, citizens come to
live in and visit Moosehide there may be a need to guide community
development and ensure it retains the characteristics that have
made it so successful. Clear guidance will benefit both existing and
new residents and provide the basis for a sustainable future.

Today, revitalised by lands claims agreements, increasing self‐
confidence and ever‐rising awareness of First Nations cultures the
community remains ‘home’ for many and continues to become a
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This will not be the first time the community has been managed. In
1921 the Moosehide Council was created. Village laws were passed
and villagers were expected to abide by the rules. Some of these
were particularly specific and could be considered burdensome
were it not the intention to protect residents from what were
considered unhealthy influences from outside. Moosehide Council
and its rules successfully guided the community for decades.
Equally, a 1996 report was commissioned into the future of the
village as part of a ‘Land Use Plan for the C‐4 Selection and
Moosehide to Fort Reliance’. Although the plan wasn’t formally
adopted it confirmed much of the direction and public opinion that
this most recent public consultation has uncovered. It is reassuring
to note this Moosehide Community Plan reflects much of the
rationale and guidance contained in the 1996 report.
The intent of this Community Plan is to encourage more families to
settle at Moosehide and continue to provide a safe and welcoming
place to practice traditional Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in spirituality and
culture. It is hoped the plan, and the accompanying Cultural
Resources Management Plan, accurately mirror the wishes and
expectations of Moosehide residents and other citizens. Virtually
everything that is recommended has been proposed or supported
by Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in citizens or departments. Comprehensive
consultation, research, and widespread advice from the Moosehide
Advisory Committee and Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in government
departments will help ensure the plan’s recommendations are both
widely supported and practical. We hope this plan will find
acceptance and help guide Moosehide to a prosperous future.

Artifacts on a cabin wall 2004.
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Introduction to the Moosehide Community Plan
The Moosehide Community Plan is developed for and by Moosehide residents,
Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in citizens and the First Nation government. It is intended to be long‐
term, comprehensive, adaptable, and reviewed regularly to ensure it remains both
accurate and relevant. The plan will provide direction and recommendations for
Moosehide and will help to guide and assist government in the realization of objectives
for the village in the decades ahead. The plan identifies a community vision, a series of
community values and highlights goals and objectives to be attained. The Cultural
Resources Management component will guide residents, the community and the
government in the care and management the village’s rich and important heritage
resources and values.
Requirement for the plan
Moosehide plays a vital part in Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in history, and its importance continues
today. Its significance is reflected in the specific provisions and protections outlined in
the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in Final and Self‐Government Agreements. The Dawson to
Moosehide trail is designated a "Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Heritage Route”, to which specific
provisions in the Final Agreement apply. In 1996 a Land Use Plan for the C‐4 selection
and Moosehide to Fort Reliance was prepared for the Chief and Council of the day to
help guide activities at Moosehide. Though this was never adopted it shows a need and
desire to consider how activities occur at Moosehide, today and into the future.
The plan’s purpose
The community plan creates a framework for future development and/or
preservation in the village and outlines long‐‐‐range and short‐‐‐term goals for the area. It
encompasses not only the physical heritage aspects of the site but the continuing
cultural traditions and lifestyle of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and Moosehide residents in
particular. The Cultural Resource Management Plan component identifies the heritage
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values of the site and outlines means for caring for, managing and/or preserving these
values while ensuring existing lifestyle activities continue. The management
framework incorporates Moosehide’s unique way of defining and maintaining cultural
values, and is appropriate for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.
The Moosehide Community Plan will allow citizens, residents and the government to
better understand the community’s goals, and its preferred direction and development.
Through the planning process stakeholders can work collectively towards achieving
community goals, while assessing and enhancing capacity to meet community needs.
The plan will help the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in government and residents identify appropriate
funding sources to implement plan recommendations.

Drying fish 2014

Creating the plan
The initial stages in the plan’s development involved the creation of an Advisory
Committee comprising Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens (including elders and Moosehide
residents) and government departments (including Heritage, Housing, Natural Resources
and Finance). The committee provided guidance and advice during the initial planning
and consultation process and throughout the plan’s development. Specific input was
sought through the Elders’ and Youth Councils.
The intent was to:






Assess the village’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats,
considering Moosehide both as a heritage site and a living community
Establish a vision for the future
Build a comprehensive planning framework that addresses all areas of
community life including goals and objectives, projects and activities, and
priorities
Create a detailed plan for implementing activities, village management, and
for monitoring progress

Working with birch and twine 2006.
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Subsequent and wider consultation with Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens took various forms.
Citizens were surveyed through individual interviews and questionnaires. Regular
information articles and mail outs informed and sought participation and input from
citizens. Regular visits to the Community Support Centre also provided citizens with
opportunities to comment on the plan and proposals. Public meetings were held at the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Community Hall, where presentations explained the plan’s purpose
and development and provided opportunities for citizens to comment.
Consolidating public input, and continued advice and information from the Advisory
Committee and government departments, subsequently lead to the creation of the draft
plan.

Landscape, Environment and Climate
The region was once an ocean basin with thick deposits of sediments, and limestone
accumulations in the shallower waters. Rock formations developed over geological time
with periods of compression, uplift and displacement leading ultimately to the creation
of a primarily schist bedrock. The Tintina Trench fault line is the most distinctive regional
geological feature in this area; running diagonally north‐west to south‐east it parallels
the Yukon River to the north. Volcanic and intrusive rock formations lie to the south of
this fault line which is constantly being displaced to the northwest by geological forces.
The area is part of the Klondike Plateau eco‐region which lies along the Yukon‐Alaska
border. The plateau forms part of Beringia, which has remained primarily ice‐free for
most of the last three million years. This extended unglaciated period has had a major
influence on the landforms and ecology of the region with weathered bedrock, loose
soils, windblown silts and organic and river deposits common. Deep and narrow V‐
shaped valleys dissect the Klondike Plateau and most of the rounded summits lie
between 1000–1500m. Permafrost is extensive and discontinuous throughout the
area.
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Soils are composed of material generally derived from local weathered bedrock
intermixed with silt river‐deposits and organic matter.
The tree line is typically found at an elevation of 1000m above sea level, with white
and black spruce, trembling aspen, paper birch and balsam poplar common. Scrub
birch and willow stands extend from valley bottoms to above the tree line. Stable rock
surfaces support thick lichen.
Typical wildlife species in the region include caribou, grizzly and black bear, Dall's
sheep, moose, beaver, fox, wolf, hare, raven, rock and willow ptarmigan, and golden
eagle. A variety of fish can be found in the region’s rivers and streams.

Tree in bloom 2011

Summer scene at First Fish 2011

The present continental climate consists of warm summers and cold winters although
natural cycles of climatic variability can cause recurring and persistent changes in
regional weather patterns. Local conditions are partly influenced by the Tombstone
Mountains that frequently stop shallow outflows of cold arctic air, generating a
relatively warmer microclimate. Winter temperature inversions can lead to extremes
in temperature; ‐50°C is not uncommon in the major river valleys. Weather records
yield an annual average air temperature of about ‐5°Celsius, normally within a range of
+16 to ‐27°C. Average precipitation is 324mm, from 130 days of rain or snowfall.

Moosehide average temperatures and precipitation.
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Moosehide itself is located at an altitude of 300m above sea level on the east bank of
the Yukon River just to the north of the confluence of the Moosehide Creek and the
Yukon River. The village is placed on a gentle slope above a shallow river bench located
approximately 5km downstream from Dawson City. The site is located at latitude 64°04’
North and longitude 139°26’ West.
The village is well placed above historic flood levels, although it is rare for even the
lower bench closest to the river to experience major flooding. The majority of the village
site is cleared of vegetation except for grass, although some small treed patches exist
within the site boundary. The areas immediately surrounding the village are heavily
forested with extensive growths of older spruce and birch. The area is relatively well
drained, although there are no formal reports on hydrological conditions found within
the forests in the immediate vicinity. Equally, there is no detailed geotechnical or
permafrost information, or soil maps available for the area.

The History of Moosehide
Moosehide has always been an important and successful site for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.
Archaeological excavations date three specific occupations at the site. The Moosehide
site contains evidence of at least three central Yukon archaeological cultures dating to
8,050±100 (Northern Cordilleran tradition), 5,625±80 (Little Arm phase) and 1,405±60
(Late Prehistoric period) years before present. The location is an excellent place for a
seasonal camp. Located above the Yukon River flood plain with open views, it provides
access to fresh water, fuel wood, and the seasonal salmon and caribou migrations.
The most recent occupation began within a month of the gold discovery at Bonanza
Creek on August 16, 1896, when the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in relocated from the fish camp at
Tr’ochëk because of the great influx of stampeding miners. Over the next year, mining
and other activity destroyed fish traps and ended salmon fishing at the mouth of the
Klondike River. Tr’ochëk and the surrounding area was buried under tents, cabins and
cribs as the incoming miners undertook their pursuit for gold.
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Initially the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in moved across the river to Dawson City, to the new
Northwest Mounted Police reserve and spent the winter of 1896‐97 there. They soon
realized another base was needed, farther from the newcomers. Over the winter of
1897‐98, Chief Isaac, church and government officials discussed proposals that the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in would move downriver to Moosehide. The steep trail between the
settlements and the high rock cliff going into the river made casual travel between the
two places difficult. It provided a buffer from the worst elements of the frontier town.
The initial land negotiations was an awkward process, with correspondence between
Ottawa and the various government and church officials unable to agree on where and
how the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in people should settle. The 160 acre Moosehide site had been
proposed and officially surveyed some time previously but territorial government
concerns, that this designation may inhibit access to potential gold deposits in the
vicinity, delayed formal approval.

Gramma Mary McLeod at a cache at
Moosehide 1955. Grace Haldenby Collection

Moving a cabin 1954. Grace Haldenby Collection

As early as the spring of 1897 people were building cabins and a new permanent
community at Moosehide. A church and mission house were completed for the resident
Anglican missionaries. While the settlement was a base, residents continued to travel on
the land, spending time at fish camps, trap lines, hunting camps and favourite berry
patches. Moosehide became a legally recognised Reserve for the Hän on 9th August
1900.
In 1899 a new log building was erected for use as a church and a school. The mission
house was restored by a government grant from the Church Missionary Society the
following year, while a house owned by Jonathan Wood was purchased by the church
and relocated on the mission plot for use as a schoolroom. By 1900 the Moosehide
population was recorded at 100 people.
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The Gold Rush displaced much of the wildlife on which the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in
depended, and miners sought gold in traditional harvesting areas. As an alternative the
community at Moosehide participated in the local economy by providing food and
clothing for the newcomers. Men took seasonal jobs with the sternwheelers, on the
Dawson dock and at wood camps. Women sold beadwork and hide clothing to Dawson
residents. Children attended the day school. The settlement became a lively place during
festival times such as Christmas and Easter when other First Nation people came to visit.
The Gwich’in, Tanana, Northern Tutchone and other Hän speakers from the Yukon and
Alaska stayed at Moosehide while they traded at Dawson.
As the Gold Rush subsided the community flourished despite a diphtheria epidemic in
1907 which killed many of the villagers and quarantined the village for several months.
St. Barnabas Anglican Church was completed in 1908 and over the next 30 years formal
governance was introduced and a number of important buildings were constructed.
The Moosehide Indian Council was founded on 1st March 1921, likely initiated by the
Federal Government’s Department of Indian Affairs. The Council included a Chair, and
house and village inspectors and a children’s guard. Women were included and had
voting rights. Village laws were passed and villagers were expected to abide by the rules.
These included conditions on visiting Dawson City and restrictions on ‘white people’
coming to the village. Problems experienced by individuals or families concerned the
whole village and solutions were sought from the Council, reflecting the close‐knit
community relationships. Hearings were held in some cases. The Council kept minutes
and records of its meetings and other community matters and events and effectively
governed the community until most residents moved back to Dawson City in the 1950s.
In 1929 the Dawson First Nation requested the Government to exchange unsuitable
land, originally set aside as a woodlot to supply of firewood, for a parcel closer to the
community. In May 1930 the Governor General in Council approved the surrender and
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“All different kinds of people built that church:

exchange for the parcel of land running downstream towards Fort Reliance, parallel with
the Yukon River, now established as ‘Moosehide 2B Reserve’.

Peel River, Tanana people, Moosehide,
Eagle and Fort Selkirk, Carmacks. They all
come together to build that church down
Moosehide.”
Arthur (Archie) Roberts, November 17, 1993

As the community prospered, Bishop Stringer purchased the former Red Cross hospital
on Judge Street in Dawson City. The building was dismantled and re‐erected alongside
the mission house. Permanent log homes were constructed. The Moosehide Men’s Club
and Junior Women’s Auxiliary were formed. The local Anglican Young People’s
Association was believed to be the only “all Indian” AYPA in Canada. Gardens were
encouraged to promote self‐sufficiency and over the years many people successfully
raised crops. Residents continued traditional activities, hunting and trapping,
harvesting, woodcutting and hosting gatherings and celebrations. The 1941 Christmas
celebration was noted to have “gone on for 10 days”.
A hand‐drawn map of 1929 Moosehide shows around 20 families residing at the site.
The population in Dawson City was less than 1000 people at that time. Records show 76
residents at Moosehide in 1930‐31 and noted the formal buildings consisted of the
Missionary Dwelling, Bishop Bompass Memorial Church (St. Barnabas), the schoolhouse
(formerly the residence of Bishop Bompass), a parish hall and dwelling house used by
the native teacher. The number of residents remained consistent at around 80 in 1937.
The summer of 1948 saw the enlargement of the old school building (with donations
from Dawson City residents) to form a community hall, a new 20’ x 30’ classroom and
electric light plant. The opening coincided with the 50th anniversary of the Moosehide
Reserve.
Life continued relatively uninterrupted despite the impacts of the residential school
system until the early 1950s. Indeed, as early as 1952, church correspondence indicated
the permanent Moosehide population would markedly decline. New employment
opportunities in the town, changes in trapping regulations and family allowance
allocations, and the relocation of government workers to the new capital at Whitehorse
saw the gradual decline of both Dawson and Moosehide populations. New housing

St. Barnabas Church 2005
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Moosehide 1929
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Moosehide in the spring of 1955. Grace Haldenby Collection, Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Archives
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provided by Indian Affairs in the north end of town, and the last resident missionary
leaving the community further encouraged Moosehide residents to relocate. The
government had instituted a policy of taking native children from their villages to be
raised in boarding schools. In 1957 the government withdrew funding for the village
teacher and the Moosehide Day School was closed. By 1960 all the permanent families
had moved to Dawson with the exception of Reverend Martin, who finally relocated in
1962.
Moosehide continued as a seasonal centre with some families retaining homes and
spending the summer or part of it at the village. A new school house extension was built
in the 1970s and the school house underwent a major renovation in 1986. Driven by the
Yukon Native Brotherhood and burgeoning land claims negotiations of the 1970s,
‘Project Moosehide’ (initiated in 1974) aimed to revitalise Moosehide again as a centre
of cultural, recreational and educational activities. The emphasis was on involving
parents and children in this long‐range project to provide an alternative to the
dissipation of energies and skills that was common in many northern communities at
that time. Throughout the 1980s more citizens began to reclaim Moosehide as a place of
cultural and spiritual retreat, building new cabins and spending time at the village in the
summer months.
By 1991, at the Yukon Aboriginal Language Conference, the main objective was to
revitalize Hän songs, dances and traditional dress. That same year, a weekend camp was
held to bring people together and enjoy each other's company. In 1992, a group of
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in people travelled to Tanacross to observe and learn how to host a
large traditional gathering, and to Eagle for the “Gathering of Relations” for the same
purpose. It was in Tanacross that the songs and dances were returned to the Tr’ondëk
Hwëch’in, beginning a process of relearning and teaching the songs and dances.
Committed to revitalizing their ancestors’ celebrations, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in hosted
the first Moosehide Gathering in 1993. The theme was “Gathering of Traditions.” The
Moosehide Gathering is now an established and vital celebration of culture and honours
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in heritage, ancestors, and future.
13
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My most memorable Winter Solstice event which by the way is the Christmas Festive time.
When I was just a kid, I was pretty young then, 6 or 7 years old. All this happened at Moosehide.
I seen everybody out trapping or cutting wood to make some money for Christmas.
At Christmas everybody go to church, all the women all dressed up and they all wear kerchief. They wear their best. The young
people, the boys all wear suit and tie. Everybody go to church, people from town come to Moosehide and join us in church. These
people come from town used to live at Moosehide with us. After the church people have fun and have big dance and this event go on
for 2 weeks. New Years they have church too, just packed with people from Moosehide and town.
In 1935, the last group of McPherson people come to Moosehide. Chief Julius was with them too. Nine dog-teams came. There
was a big dance everyday for a week, big potlatch everyday, lots to eat.
Those days women don’t cook, they just make bread, cake, those kinds of food that’s all. Men do all the cooking. They look after
this part. Christmas week they have big pot of coffee hot and ready and lots of sandwiches too. These are my best memories of
Moosehide in celebrating the Winter Solstice, Christmas and New Years. Not too many have this memories of Moosehide. Not
too many can share memories like this one. Christmas was highly respected, spiritual time and fun.
I remember the last dance we had after Moosehide fell apart. At French Creek. We had a big tent where eight of us camped. We
had no power-saw them days. We cut wood using swede saw. Somebody mentioned to have dance so we set date. I was the last one
to come to town. I sat behind old truck and it was cold. When I come in, nothing was done so I got everybody moving. Eight woodcutters bought all the food and Caley’s store gave us lots. We had lots of food for everybody, big feast. We went to Moosehide
and got the fire going in Mission house so we can get everything ready. Both places, Mission house and Gihi house was packed with
people. Lots of people from Dawson came to Moosehide. In the morning we had hard time getting people to leave. That was the
last dance in Moosehide in 1955.
Percy Henry, December 2013.
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Moosehide today
Living cultures are by definition dynamic and changeable. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in are an
adaptable people and Moosehide residents are active participants in their own culture
in the modern world. There has been a need to adjust lifestyles to reflect contemporary
realities, something which residents and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in government have done
successfully.

Log sawing competition at Moosehide 1955. Grace Haldenby
Collection

Today Moosehide is flourishing as a seasonal home to an ever‐increasing population and
a spiritual and cultural centre for many Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. It is a place of pride for the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, as demonstrated through biennial Moosehide Gathering. The
Infrastructure Resource Plan lists and describes the public buildings at Moosehide,
including St. Barnabas Church, School House, kitchen and concession building, village
green and sacred fire, arbour, elders’ grandstand, dock, generator shack, toilet block and
outhouses and numerous public cabins and shacks available for citizens and elders.
Recent 2015 upgrades and new construction provide additional dwellings for citizen use.
The cemetery has been in use since 1898.
There are 13 family cabins in the immediate village, in addition to three others located
between the village and Fort Reliance. A further historic but derelict cabin and a
century‐old cache can also be found. Two smoke houses are located closer the river.
Additional temporary facilities are added to the site for the Moosehide Gathering
including tent frames, stages and larger marquees.

Homes overlooking the Yukon River 2013.

It is difficult to determine the number of seasonal residents. Some families spend the
entire summer at the site while others and their extended families choose to visit for
shorter periods throughout the season. The family cabins are used to varying degrees,
while tent‐frame and tent camping provide temporary accommodations for other
citizens.
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Moosehide 2015 with Reserve boundaries.
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Moosehide Christmas.
Christmas at Little School House Long time ago, when I was about 10 or 11 years old, us kids we would start making Christmas cards. We
used plain white paper, pencil, crayons or watercolours. We made cards for each other and for our family. At that time, an old man by the name
of Mr. Bridge use to make Christmas tree for us at Moosehide. He also install a generator for electricity, so we had lights for Christmas.
The church has a big flood light in front of it; one could see it from far off. He would start up the generator and we put Christmas lights up
and homemade decoration of whitepaper snowflakes, paper chains and string popcorn.
We also have a small choir group. Each of us had an instrument of some kind. I know I use to always get the triangle and my brother use to get
the big cymbal. We also sang in church and sometime over the CFYT radio station in Dawson. A big truck would come down on the ice road
and pick us up and take us to Dawson to sing over the radio. It was cold riding in the back of an open truck. We then go to the public school in
Dawson, which was set up for the CFYT station. We sang Christmas carols, and after we finish there, we would go to an old restaurant
named Arcade for a treat of sandwiches and desserts, then back to Moosehide.
The women and moms of Moosehide W.A. members would start Christmas dinner. They bake cakes, cupcakes and all the pastries for the
dinner. The dinner itself is a big thing then; they set up long tables. One time we even had a stuff pig with a big apple in its mouth. I just
couldn’t eat it.
Everyone at the village had Christmas dinner, then Santa came and handed out presents. One thing that stuck on my mind is looking at the
bubble lights. They were just beautiful. I wanted to touch them and watched them bubbles in their different colours. After dinner, they put up a
dance and we danced till late hours of the morning. Some people came down from Dawson to enjoy themselves at the dance and a good time
was had by all.
Doris (Adair) Roberts, Dawson Indian Band Newsletter. 1987
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In addition to the Moosehide Gathering the community hosts the annual First Fish camp
and regularly welcomes children, youth and students to the village.

Legal Status
Moosehide became a legally recognised reserve for the Hän1 on 9th August 1900, under
the auspices of the Indian Act. This followed the ‘securing’ of the site by a Minister of
the Interior Order‐in‐Council on 27th March the same year. The 160 acre site had been
proposed and officially surveyed some time previously but territorial government
concerns, that this designation may inhibit access to potential gold deposits in the
vicinity, delayed formal approval. Land and buildings required and erected by the
Anglican Church were exempted from the reserve.
Later the same year a proposal to Federal Government to extend the Reserve was
rejected, on the basis that there may have been gold deposits on the land requested.
In April 1910 the Government created another Reserve for the Dawson Indian Band,
which later became the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in First Nation. Moosehide 2A Reserve was set
apart as a woodlot to provide the band with a supply of firewood. The land was granted
as the original Moosehide Reserve was cleared of all useable timbers prior to its reserve
designation. The new Reserve, however, was totally unsuitable for its intended purpose.
It was located high in the hills at the head of Fourth Creek, eight miles distant from the
‘Moosehide Reserve’.
In 1929 the Dawson Indian Band petitioned the Government to exchange ‘Moosehide
2A Reserve’ for a parcel that was more conveniently located. Government agreed, and
1

Hän is the term applied to the language spoken by Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in, and was regularly used to identify
Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in people at the turn of the century. It is often used by ethnologists to identify the Tr’ondëk
Hwëch’in people.
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Fall colours 2011
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Official survey of Moosehide
undertaken by the Department of
the Interior in 1900. The chapel and
school and Bishop’s house are
recorded along with 14 other
buildings.
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Moosehide map surveyed in 1978.
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the process was initiated whereby the Dawson Indian Band formally surrendered
‘Moosehide 2A Reserve’ on the explicit understanding that the band would receive a
new woodlot as a Reserve in the same area now established as ‘Moosehide 2B Reserve’.
On May 20th 1930 the Governor General in Council passed Order in Council PC 1054
approving the surrender and exchange. For reasons not entirely clear the transaction
was not recorded in the Reserve General Register until 1962. Even then there was no
acknowledgement that the tract of land was a Reserve.

Moosehide history and information 2004.

With the advent of Comprehensive Yukon Land Claims negotiations the error was
identified and in June of 1991 the Dawson Indian Band filed a Specific Claim with the
Government of Canada asserting that the Government breached its obligation when it
failed to establish the agreed upon ‘Moosehide 2B Reserve’. Government accepted the
Claim for negotiation and subsequently agreed to establish the Reserve and pay all costs
in negotiating the Specific Claim. The Moosehide 2B Settlement Agreement was without
prejudice to the then on‐going Comprehensive Claims negotiations relating to
unsurrenderd aboriginal rights of the Dawson Indian Band.
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in ownership of all Moosehide lands was formally finalised with the
lands claim agreement in 1995. The continuing significance of Moosehide is such that
(THFA) and Self‐Government (THSGA) Agreements. Chapter 4 ‐ Reserves and Land Set
Aside of the THFA identifies the site and specific provisions for:

Moosehide Gathering in full swing 2014.

(a) Moosehide Creek Indian Reserve No. 2, comprising Lot 1005, Quad 116 B/3, Plan
70224 CLSR, 78698 LTO, and Lots 1042 and 1043, Quad 116 B/3, Plan 76844 CLSR,
95‐13 LTO is retained as a Reserve in accordance with 4.1.1.1 and specific
provisions in respect thereof are set out in the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Self‐
Government Agreement;
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(b) Moosehide Creek Indian Reserve No. 2B, comprising Lot 571, Group 1052, Plan
43505 CLSR, 23098 LTO is retained as a Reserve in accordance with 4.1.1.1 and
specific provisions in respect thereof are set out in the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Self‐
Government Agreement;
Thus, tenure for the complete site was transferred to the First Nation, with the
exception of the lot on which St. Barnabas Church sits and an adjacent lot for a possible
future hall or rectory.
Chapter 29 of the 1998 THSGA describes the status of the “Moosehide Lands” and
confirms the site has the same boundary as the former Indian Act Reserve. The site is
retained as a Reserve for a number of reasons. Had Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in selected the
Moosehide lands as Settlement Land, it would have had to relinquish 160 acres
elsewhere. At the same time, and pursuant to section 29.7, Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in retains
full authority over the Moosehide Lands and all the THSGA and law making powers
apply.
The Indian Act no longer applies to the Moosehide Lands, except for the purpose of
20.6.1 and 20.6.2 of the Final Agreement. This means Section 87 of the Indian Act does
not apply to the Lands, and subsequently there are no Indian Act tax advantages for
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in or its citizens at Moosehide. The Moosehide Lands are classified as
Unimproved Rural Settlement Land, meaning there is no property tax as long as certain
conditions are met. Under the THSGA the Lands themselves are also not taxable unless
circumstances change.
The Moosehide Lands are deemed to be a Reserve for the purposes of Government
programs, many of which are only applicable to Reserves. By confirming that the
Moosehide Lands remain eligible for Government programs designed for Reserves,
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in has some continuing access to those programs, which otherwise
would have been lost.
23

Susan Joseph in front of the school house at Moosehide 1955.
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It should also be noted that although Moosehide is no longer an Indian Act Reserve, the
Moosehide Lands are deemed to be “lands reserved for the Indians within the meaning
of section 91(24)” of the Constitution. That means that the government of Canada
continues to have a special fiduciary (trustee‐like) responsibility for the Moosehide
Lands – which it does not have for Settlement Lands. This may mean that in the event of
a natural disaster Canada would have to take special measures to mitigate the impacts.
This arrangement may be unique in the Yukon, and by retaining the Moosehide Lands in
a different form from Settlement Lands, Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in potentially has different and
additional ways to benefit from those lands.

Visitor information sign 2014.

St. Barnabas church 2015.

Under the settlement agreement ownership of St. Barnabas Church site and an adjacent
lot remains with the Anglican Church. In addition the church retains the right to use of
the land between the river and the church for access and the right to visit all the houses
in the village. In the 1990s the Anglican Church offered ownership and responsibility for
St. Barnabas Church to the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in. This was rejected, primarily due to the
considerable costs in both renovating and maintaining the church.
While Moosehide is not recorded as a ‘heritage’ site in the THFA, Schedule C Heritage
Routes and Sites identified Dawson to Moosehide as a Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in ‘Heritage
Route’. Heritage Routes are acknowledged as having cultural and heritage significance to
the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in and designation allows for special provisions with regard to their
promotion and management. This status currently grants priority in the allocation of
Yukon Government heritage program resources, and territorial assistance in developing
programs and facilities. In addition, land use planning and proposed developments shall
take into account the cultural and heritage significance of the heritage routes when
assessing and determining proposals.
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Moosehide Values and Vision
Values are the foundation of any society and represent what is important to a
community. They are the guiding directives that shape the community and dictate
direction. Values enable communities to make decisions, identify priorities and take
action. Understanding and formulating community values for Moosehide was only
possible after a comprehensive community‐consultation process.
From the consultation the overriding personal view is of Moosehide as home – physical,
cultural and spiritual. It’s a safe and peaceful place to live and to meet with family and
friends in the traditional manner. Moosehide is a healthy place, where citizens can be
close to the land and nature. Moosehide is also a place to teach, learn and experience
traditional lifestyles and culture. It is a place to foster positive futures, and guide today’s
youth to be strong, proud, and healthy.
The values to the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in as a nation and a government were similarly
outlined during the community‐consultation process. The area is a haven for the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, where culture, tradition and spirituality are important and can be
fostered and encouraged. . The village is seen as place of protection – both physical and
cultural. Traditional cultural activities like visiting, crafts, subsistence hunting and
trapping, sports and stories can be practiced and shared, and taught to future
generations.

First Fish 2010.

“The whole village used to go berry
picking. Up back, we go up Moosehide

There are many similarities between the personal and community views of Moosehide‐
a home where the notions of culture and spirituality can be retained, protected and
explored; a place of sharing and teaching; and living in the traditional manner. A healthy
community and being close to nature are more personal reflections of what people
value about Moosehide. Both perspectives of what Moosehide is, and means, are
comparable and compatible and give us the opportunity to list values that jointly reflect
both the values of individual citizens and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in as a whole.
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Creek and find berries on the hill. We
used to climb. The whole village used to
go, babies and all.”
Angie Joseph, October 26, 1993
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The overarching Moosehide values can thus be represented as:






A place of physical and cultural protection
Living in a safe, healthy and traditional manner
A place for sharing and learning and healing
Living close to nature
For future generations

These values and their enhancement and protection helped form a vision for the
community.

Heritage Department information tent 2010.

Moosehide Vision Statement
A community vision embraces a society’s values and describes how a community should
be in the future. It explains what direction the community should take, and reflects
shared values and hopes. It enhances the things people care about, and enables a
successful community to prosper. It can instill a sense of pride and ownership, and help
create and maintain identity. It can also simply be an inspiration.
In addition, the community vision for Moosehide must accurately reflect the values,
wishes and desires of citizens and residents, be compatible with the current Tr’ondëk
Hwëch’in vision and Final Agreement and be practical and easy to practice and
implement.

Sunset 2001.

The final version of the community vision was agreed following considerable discussions
among the Advisory Committee members. Alternatives were considered in a variety of
formats and styles, each reflecting the values identified during the consultation process
at that time, while remaining true to the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in’s Mission, Vision, Belief, and
Target statements. A ‘shortlist’ was created and the Advisory Committee
recommendation made. This was presented to citizens at the second public meeting in
August 2105.
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The Community Vision for Moosehide is:

“Moosehide is a place for sharing, learning, healing, and living
forever in a safe, healthy and natural environment.”
While this doesn’t specifically mention the words ‘culture’ or ‘tradition’ it encompasses
all the values that Moosehide represents to citizens and reflects many of the principles
of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in culture and traditions.

“Living at Moosehide is being close to
nature.”
Ronald Johnson, April 20, 2015

In future, all major decisions that affect the community should reflect our shared vision.
Accurately reflecting community aspirations can also generate goals people can identify
with and will work towards.

How Goals and Objectives Develop
Community values and visions can be translated in goals and objectives. Plans and
actions based on clear goals and objectives are more likely to succeed in meeting the
community’s needs.
During consultations six key community values were identified. Moosehide being “A
place of physical and cultural protection” was one of these values. Within the value, the
risk from forest and house fires was identified as an issue concerning Moosehide
residents. Through the process it was agreed that these risks should be minimised and
emergency response measures and equipment put in place. As such this was articulated
into a goal. The goal is to “Install adequate community fire protection systems”.
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Visiting students 2011
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Goals are general guidelines that explain what you want to achieve in your community.
They are usually long‐term and represent community values and/or a vision statement.
Objectives define strategies or implementation steps to attain the identified goals.
Unlike goals, objectives are specific, measurable, and may have a defined
completion date. They are more specific and outline what is required to reach goals.
The plan provides the relevant background to the opportunity or issue, describes the
rationale for the goal, and states what objectives are required to be met if this goal is to
be achieved. These are subsequently articulated within the plan as recommendations.
Two main goals are directly related to fire safety – community emergency response and
minimising the risks from fire. For the former the goal, rationale, objective and
recommendations are developed and presented as follows:
Goal:

Ensure adequate community emergency response.

Rationale:

Adequate response plans for fire, flood, evacuation or injury and
disease will markedly reduce risks to residents and property. There are
no plans currently in place and communications are inadequate.

Objective:
manner.

Develop an effective community emergency response plan in a timely

Recommendation:
Traditional canoe making 206.

Create and adopt an emergency response plan in conjunction
with the Territorial and Municipal governments.
Develop emergency communications protocol and provide
necessary equipment and training.
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Each of these aspects will be developed through a series of measures and final products.
This process will be required for each community goal that is identified. Together they
can form the basis of a comprehensive and celebrated Community Plan which helps
ensure Moosehide continues to exist the way residents and citizens wish it to be today
and into the future.

Community Access and Trails
Citizen access to Moosehide is vital to help encourage visitations, use and participation,
encourage more residents to stay and live and Moosehide and better instil a sense of
belonging. River access (by boat in the summer and on the ice in winter) is by far the
most popular route for citizens. Community consultations noted that some citizens felt
access to the village is difficult because of transportation challenges. Individuals who do
not own or have access to a boat indicated this was a limiting factor to regularly visiting.
River access is also vitally important for bringing in larger items and construction
materials. Similarly, this route is the primary method for the removal of wastes and
larger debris.
An informal system matching those requiring rides to Moosehide with boats intending
to travel could make it easier for citizens to visit Moosehide. This could be a simple
system, hosted by reception staff at the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in government offices.
Improved docking facilities would encourage river use. As the main access point to the
site (especially for larger items and loads), the dock needs improvements for efficiency
and safety. Erosion has undermined much of the river bank and shoreline and is creating
a hazard, both to users and infrastructure. A technical survey of the shoreline would
identify the engineering work necessary to counteract erosion. Additional docking areas
may be required and should be investigated. This may be especially prudent as more
homes are developed. (see Infrastructure Resources Plan)
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Trail approach to Moosehide from Dawson 2015.

“Used to have car trail, one old car
trail going down. Sometimes drifts,
(so) they had to leave the car there.”
John F. Semple, October 14, 1993
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Trail access to Moosehide is important, particularly when the river is impassable or
unsafe. There are two overland trail options between Moosehide and Dawson City. Both
trails share the same route from the village to the lookout point (sometimes known as
‘Suicide Point’) where the trails split before rejoining to cross Moosehide Slide. As an
important historic link between Moosehide and Tr’ochëk, the Moosehide to Dawson
trail is formally recognized as a ‘Heritage Route’ within Schedule C Heritage Routes and
Sites of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final Agreement. Heritage Routes are acknowledged as
having cultural and heritage significance to the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in and designation
allows for special provisions with regard to their protection and management. The trails
currently provide links to the Ninth Avenue Trail, Crocus Bluff, and the Midnight Dome.
The trails are checked annually and maintained when necessary and the budget allows.

Mary McLeod on the Moosehide trail 1954.

Trail head sign post 2015.

The first bridge crossing immediately after leaving the village was replaced in 2015. This
is only a temporary structure but there are no immediate plans to replace it. The trail is
in good condition for the most part, with the exception of the lower option that crosses
below the bluff. This has deteriorated and become dangerous and should be
decommissioned. Improved signage is required to direct walkers to the upper trail and
advise of the dangers. Fallen trees and debris block the trails in some places, but not to
the extent to make them impassible. Small portions are suffering from erosion or are
swampy underfoot. Crossing the Moosehide Slide can be hazardous. Trail signage is
limited and better directional signage would increase use and improve safety.
Improvements to signs should be restricted to directional and advisory signs only, if
tourists are not to be encouraged beyond current levels. There may be a need to
research how trails signage affects liability.
A further trail connects the village with Fort Reliance. This runs parallel with the Yukon
River for most of its length. Its condition is good, and the trail flat and accessible by
motorised transport for much of its length. A creek crossing is currently only passable on
foot, and even then with some difficulty, as an apparently temporary log bridge has
been washed out. A more permanent crossing is needed if access to and from Fort
30
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Reliance is to be encouraged. An extension of this trail to the west, along Clear Creek,
gives access to an area of fire‐kill woodland recommended as a potential wood lot for
citizens.
An older trail along the length of Moosehide Creek previously provided access to Lepine
Creek, via the left branch at the head of the creek. The trail connects to a historic route
into the Tombstone Mountains, and ultimately to Fort MacPherson. It would link up
with a proposed trail along the route of the Yukon Ditch. This could be reinstated as a
traditional hiking trail and also act as a route by which to inspect the Moosehide Creek
for contaminants.
The current level and nature of trails should be maintained. Trail widening, surface
improvements or motorized access may increase tourist access to the detriment of
residents’ privacy. Interpretive signage may not be suitable for the same reasons. (see
Tourism) Easier access, especially motorised, could result in more garbage, drinking and
security issues.

Happy Jack Lasky and Alice Semple packed up and heading out of
Moosehide in 1954

The Moosehide to Dawson City walking trials are within Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in Settlement
Land and the municipal boundary. Responsibility for the section of trails within the
municipality has remained under the jurisdiction of the territorial department of Energy,
Mines and Resources. This is likely to continue for the foreseeable future as there are no
indications the City of Dawson plans to request ownership. Thus, proposals for trails
development within the municipal boundary should be carried out in cooperation with
the Yukon Government, although some permissions and approvals may be required
from the City of Dawson. The three governments have a good understanding and
relationship in this regard.
There may be liability issues with trail use, and perhaps a more formal partnership in the
form of a Memorandum of Agreement or Understanding may clarify roles and

31

Bluff section of the Moosehide to Dawson
trail 2015.
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responsibilities. An agreement may open up additional avenues for financing and
funding improvements.
Goal:

Maintain and improve current access for citizens.

Rationale:
belonging.

Easier and safer access for citizens will increase usage and sense of

Objective:

Increase opportunities for citizens to access Moosehide by boat.

Recommendation:
Boats waiting to depart for Moosehide 2014.

CPR001 Introduce an informal notification system to help match
citizens travel plans with boats going to Moosehide.
CPR002 Complete a full engineering survey of the shoreline and
undertake work to counteract erosion and stabilise the shore.
CPR003 Improve docking facilities, to increase capacity and
make boat access and dock use safer.
CPR004 Investigate additional boat docking locations
downstream of the current dock.

Objective:

Make access trails safer, without being overdeveloped.

Recommendation:

Creek crossing to Fort Reliance 2015.

CPR005 Undertake seasonal surveys of all trails to and within
the village.
CPR006 Work with appropriate authorities to formally
decommission or redirect the lower ‘bluff’ section of the
Moosehide to Dawson City trail.
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CPR007 Seek funding and work collaboratively with partners to
ensure a regular and adequately funded program of trail
maintenance and repair, without enlarging or overly increasing
accessibility.
CPR008 Provide safety, liability and directional signage for trail
users.
CPR009 Do not formally advertise the trail from Dawson City.
Objective:

Investigate feasibility of reinstating and/or improving trails to Fort
Reliance and the Lepine Creek connection to Tombstone.

Recommendation:

Objective:

CPR010 Include the Moosehide trails in the wider Tr'ondëk
Hwëch’in trails planning and development.

Develop a formal partnership with the territorial and municipal
governments to ensure appropriate trail development and
responsibility.

Recommendation:

CPR011 Agree a formal partnership or Memorandum of
Agreement with the other relevant governments for trail use,
liability and development.
CPR012 Obtain legal opinion on how trails liability can best be
managed.
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Annie Henry on a side hill at Moosehide in 1954.
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Moosehide trails.
34

Moosehide Community Plan ‐ January 2016

First Fish in Dawson
It seems that every young person in Dawson has a story about Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in’s First Fish camp. In fact, most adults have a story about First
Fish – and the stories always come with a big smile. Those smiles are a telltale sign that First Fish is all about fun, learning, culture, creating good
memories and sharing good food.
Salmon has always been important to the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. The respect and handling of the salmon have traditionally been passed from one
generation to the next – and the First Fish camp is an ideal time to carry on this tradition. First Fish is for any kid in Dawson aged 10-15, but
everyone in the community takes part. Elders and other community members run programs or just come to visit. Conservation officers teach about
bear safety. Younger kids can come if they bring their families along with them, and older youth can be staff or helpers. Everyone gets in on the
act, and the fun!
The camp’s themes are catching, handling, cleaning and smoking salmon – and for many of the youth it is their first time doing any of these things.
Kids get a chance to set up smoke shacks and set fry traps. Han language is incorporated into many of these programs. There are also language
lessons where everyone at the camp learns together.
Most youth don’t just attend the camp once. By returning to First Fish for a number of years, youth have a chance to rekindle friendships, learn
new things and pass on the skills they have previously learned. Older youth are often spotted teaching and sharing experiences with younger
participants. When asked how long First Fish camp has been running, Erika Scheffen, a heritage assistant with Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in First Nation
responds, “Oh, at least since I was a kid!” Many people in the streets of Dawson repeat this response. That is because the successful program
has been around for a long time. First Fish formally began in 2003, but it had been considered a part of culture camp and fish camp for many years
before that.
Just because the program has run for many years doesn’t mean it is always the same. Every year new programs are introduced, or changed. This
year, participants made spruce sap salves and did sewing projects. Next year it might be different. What stays the same is that it is always fun; it is
always a community event; and it is always memorable for everyone involved.”
Adapted from ‘Stories that Inspire’ Working Together Towards Wellness, Health and Social Services. Yukon Government. 2015
35

Moosehide Community Plan ‐ January 2016

Climate Change and Adaptation
The effects of climate change are well documented, and have proven to be more
profound in northern areas. While Moosehide will have a negligible impact on
climate change, it will be susceptible to its effects. In the Dawson region the Dawson
Climate Adaptation Plan anticipates shifting seasonal periods leading to increased
variability in the local climate, reducing the predictability of weather for residents.
Increased temperatures, wind and precipitation may have enormous seasonal
impacts, and increase the potential for severe weather patterns and events.

Heading to Moosehide 2010.

Summers are expected to be warmer and drier, the ‘shoulder’ seasons longer and
wetter while winters will likely see greater snowfalls. The primary adverse impacts
include:










Increased risk of forest fires
Greater potential for blizzards, snow accumulation and drifting
Likelihood of flooding, particularly during spring melt
Unpredictability of break‐up and freeze‐up on the Yukon River
Permafrost degradation
Impacts on wildlife behaviour and species distribution
Changes to salmon migration and spawning
Need to reassess traditional knowledge and resource management
Uncertainty during harvest seasons

Some opportunities or positive adaptations may be realised including:

Juniper berries 2010.






Reduced energy costs
Increased recreational opportunities
Longer tourist seasons
Extended growing season and improved yields
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There remains a great deal of uncertainty in both the degree and nature of the changing
weather and environmental conditions. Ultimately the extent of the impacts will be
determined by how the community responds and adapts to those changes.
Goal:

Minimise the adverse impacts of climate change on the community.

Rationale:

The degree of impacts will be determined by how the community
responds and adapts to expected changes.

Objective:

Raise community awareness and preparedness for the effects of climate
change.

Recommendation:

CPR013 Ensure the recommendations and guidance in the
Dawson Climate Adaptation Plan are articulated to residents
and incorporated into management and planning decisions.

Emergency Response and Community Preparedness
The key issue raised during consultations highlighted concerns over community safety,
particularly forest and house fires. The relative isolation of the community, especially
during freeze‐up and break‐up, makes it imperative that emergency preparedness and
response plans are sufficient, well‐established and promoted. In the past Moosehide has
successfully depended on the communal efforts of Moosehide residents, local expertise,
and informal networking during emergency situations. During emergencies people came
together and helped. Although these are important components of effective emergency
response and preparedness, there is general agreement on the need for a more
formalized approach. Citizens noted inadequate emergency communications, a lack of
37

Yukon Quest 2010.
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“Some people go around to different
places just to get stories…go to these
old people houses, split wood or cut
wood or something just to listen to their
stories.”
Mabel Henry, November 17, 1993

specific emergency planning and little in the way of suitable equipment to deal with
fires, evacuation or other community emergencies. Information for residents on how to
reduce the likelihood and impact of emergencies is also similarly lacking.
Currently, formal communications with Moosehide are limited to a single cell phone
held by the seasonal site caretaker. During emergencies there is potential that cell
coverage may not be available due to network issues. In addition, there are no
alternatives should the caretaker be away from the village or incapacitated. As such
supplementary communications depend on residents with cellular phones. More official
and practical lines of communication are urgently required. A satellite phone, additional
cell phone and/or two‐way radio could be provided at an identified central location with
user instructions for use in the event of emergencies.
Currently the village lacks any formal emergency response plan to deal with
emergencies. The municipality and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in have cooperatively adopted a
‘Civil Emergency Plan’, although this does not formally extend to Moosehide. While
emergency services will certainly respond to urgent situations and assist when required,
there is a need to plan for all potential major eventualities, including evacuations, and
reach formal agreements with emergency services and other authorities for aid when
necessary.

Moosehide slide 2014.

Current defence against forest fire pressures include monitoring of forest fire activities
by the Territorial and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government, in addition to good site
maintenance and keeping Moosehide proper clear of debris and other hazards. Citizens
take an active role in monitoring activities such as forest fires, and in the past it has been
the efforts and determination of Moosehide citizens who have protected the site during
forest fire activities. Recently Moosehide has taken a more formal approach to forest
fire management, taking advantage of the territorial ‘Firesmart’ program. This program
aims to reduce dangers associated with forest fires through proactive measures such as
fireguards. A community fireguard incorporates both fire breaks and fuel breaks. Fire
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breaks are barriers to fire spread built by clearing or significantly thinning fuels (usually
vegetation) on a strip of strategically located land. Fuel breaks are trenches dug down to
mineral soil that stop surface fire spread. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in has participated in this
program several times on behalf of the Yukon Government, taking an active role in fire
management of its settlement lands, while providing seasonal employment for citizens.
This has been conducted in partnership with Yukon Wildfire Management and Chief
Isaac Incorporated (the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in independent economic‐development arm)
and was last undertaken most recently at Moosehide in 2011. At present, the current
firebreak is becoming overgrown. Additionally large brush piles from site maintenance
and leftover building materials have accumulated in the firebreak making it less
effective. There is opportunity for the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in, through Chief Isaac
Incorporated, to undertake further ‘Firesmarting’ at Moosehide, perhaps in conjunction
with timber and firewood harvesting, providing seasonal employment opportunities for
citizens.
Plans to provide firefighting equipment at Moosehide have been proposed in the past,
but not yet implemented. It is important that suitable fire suppression equipment is
made available at Moosehide to deal with wildfires, or domestic blazes. Water sources
and appropriate source locations should be identified. In addition, adequate personnel
and training must be provided for key responders to ensure adequate coverage and
competency.
In the interim (an emergency response plan may take some time to develop, adopt and
implement), it is recommended suitable fire‐fighting equipment is made available at
Moosehide as soon as possible. This could take the form of a ‘fire‐caddy’ system (similar
to the one at Forty Mile), and/or two suitable water pumps (Waterex Mark 3 series for
example) and 1500m of hose. These could potentially be loaned or rented from Yukon
Wildland Fire Management.
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Yukon River freezing between Moosehide and
Dawson 2014.

“One house burn down, burnt right to
the ground…We can’t put it out, no
pump or nothing, no water. We try
buckets by buckets from Yukon River.
Can’t put it out. Let it burn down.”
Arthur (Archie) Roberts, November 17,
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House fires are rare at Moosehide, due to good practices and residents’ stewardship.
The potential for fires may increase as new homes are encouraged. Reducing the risk of
house fires can be achieved by raising awareness and installing suitable equipment in
homes. In addition, developments can be designed and located to best minimise risks
through fires. Smoke detectors and fire extinguishers should be installed in all homes
and public buildings. The City of Dawson may be willing to provide domestic battery‐
powered smoke alarms, and can give training in fire extinguisher use and fire prevention
techniques. The Fire Department recommends minimum distance between structures is
equivalent to 1.5 times the building’s height.
Goal:

Ensure adequate community emergency response.

Rationale:

Adequate response plans for fire, flood, evacuation or injury and
disease will markedly reduce risks to residents and property. There are
no plans currently in place and communications are inadequate.

Objective:

Develop an effective community emergency response plan in a timely
manner.

Recommendation:

Drying salmon 2002.

CPR014 Create and adopt an emergency response plan in
conjunction with the Territorial and Municipal governments.
CPR015 Develop emergency communications protocol and
provide necessary equipment and training.
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Goal:

Minimise community risks from fire.

Rationale:

Resident and property safety can benefit from forest and house fire
mitigation and preparedness, and risks minimised through the
provision of equipment, information and training.

Objective:

Install adequate community fire protection systems.

Recommendation:

CPR016 Ensure adequate fire‐fighting equipment is provided as
soon as possible, made readily available and regularly tested
and maintained.
CPR017 Make sure sufficient Firesmart programs are carried out
regularly, either in cooperation with the Territorial Government
or on the initiative of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.
CPR018 Appropriate seasonal clearing or burning piles of brush
and construction refuse would reduce should be undertaken to
reduce potential hazards from fire.
CPR019 Introduce minimum standards for distances between
homes/buildings.
Interior St. Barnabas 2010.

CPR020 All public buildings must have an adequate and
regularly inspected fire suppression system including battery‐
powered smoke detectors and fire extinguishers.
CPR021 Encourage all homes to have regularly maintained fire
extinguishers and smoke detectors installed.
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Objective:

Raise awareness of residents on how best to minimise fire risks
and respond to fire hazards.

Recommendation:

CPR022 Provide regular opportunities for education and
guidance to residents regarding fire prevention, safety, and
response.

Moosehide Gathering

On‐stage Moosehide Gathering 2010.

“A lot of people come from Northwest
Territories…In the winter time …they
come in and they would bring fur
and…some meat for sale, and then they
go back. And then, before spring, they
do it again.”

Percy Henry, October 19, 1993

In the late 1800s, Chief Isaac of the Hän people recognized his community’s traditions
and way of life were threatened by the massive impact of gold seekers to the Klondike
Valley. Fearing their culture may be at risk the Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in showed great
foresight and sent the First Nation’s dancing stick (the gänhäk) and traditional Hän songs
to the old Tanacross village at Lake Mansfield in present day Alaska. At this time, the
Hän people moved from their fish camp at the mouth of the Klondike and Yukon rivers,
called Tr'ochëk, to Moosehide Village where the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in celebrate the
Gathering today.
The Tanacross community and extended family members held the songs for Chief Isaac
and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in until they were ready to reclaim them. At Moosehide, the
Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in displayed remarkable resilience and kept the language and culture
alive through the oral traditional. In 1991, at the Yukon Aboriginal Language Conference,
the main objective was to revitalize Hän songs, dances and traditional dress. That same
year, a weekend camp was held to bring people together and enjoy each other's
company. In 1992, a group of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in people travelled to Tanacross to
observe and learn how to host a large traditional gathering, and to Eagle for the
“Gathering of Relations” for the same purpose. It was in Tanacross that these songs and
dances were returned to the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, beginning a process of relearning and
teaching the long forgotten songs and dances.
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Committed to revitalizing their ancestors’ celebrations, the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in hosted
the first Moosehide Gathering in 1993. The theme was “Gathering of Traditions.” The
Moosehide Gathering is now an established and vital celebration of culture and honours
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in heritage, ancestors, and future.
It is an event whose mission is to ensure a strong and healthy future for the Tr’ondёk
Hwёch’in community by sharing traditions and maintaining connections to the citizens’
heritage and the land.
The Moosehide Gathering strives to achieve its mission through:







collaboration with the city of Dawson residents and businesses
support from the Tr’ondёk Hwёch’in community, Tr’ondёk Hwёch’in
government, Yukon Territory residents and businesses, and sponsors
awareness of the Moosehide Gathering with an extensive communication plan
knowledge of Tr’ondёk Hwёch’in and other First Nation traditions and
practices through performances and workshops at the gathering
increased fundraising efforts with more grant applications, sponsorship
requests, and fundraising events
development of a strong committee to spearhead the Moosehide
Gathering

Arbour 2014.

Each year the Moosehide Gathering grows and improves to provide the best experience
possible to the community at large.
The Moosehide Gathering is an important and unique event in the region, and its
continuing success can be attributed to the considerable resources regularly made
available by the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in and its citizens. Its consideration is beyond the remit
of this community plan, and thus no analysis is undertaken or operational
recommendations made in this document, aside from ensuring that residents’
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Han singers Moosehide Gathering 2006.
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enjoyment of Moosehide as ‘home’ and the Moosehide Gathering continue to have
shared values and be mutually beneficial.

Goal:

Enjoying the view Moosehide Gathering 2004.

Retain the current way of life.

Rationale:

Citizens enjoy Moosehide the way it is. Plans can acknowledge the way
the site presently operates and reflect this in future proposals.

Objective:

Ensure residents’ enjoyment of Moosehide and the Moosehide
Gathering continues to have shared values and be mutually beneficial.

Recommendation:

Rationale:

Moosehide Gathering should not overwhelm Moosehide or its
residents. The impacts of current and proposed infrastructure and
camping areas for the gathering should be part of a Moosehide
operations document and strategy.

Objective:

Create operational guidelines for Moosehide to clarify roles, consider
gaps and successes, ensure infrastructure is sufficient, etc.

Recommendation:
Preparing for Moosehide Gathering 2014.

CPR023 Consultation with Moosehide residents should be carried
out as part of the regular review of the Gathering.

CPR024 Develop a strategy and set of operational guidelines for
Moosehide Gathering.
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Gatherings, Events and Hosting
In addition to being considered ‘home’ for citizens, Moosehide is a focal point for
Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in culture and in particular the biannual Moosehide Gathering. The
Moosehide Gathering is the summer event founded in 1993 to celebrate Tr'ondëk
Hwëch'in cultural traditions. The gathering brings together people from the community,
the Yukon, across Canada, Alaska, and visitors from overseas. It is a major community
event where citizens open their home to visitors. It is not only an event where the public
is invited to share and learn, but it is a time where friends and family celebrate, dance,
teach, learn, and take pride in their culture and home. The community also hosts the
annual “First Fish” youth camp. Salmon has always been important to the Tr’ondëk
Hwëch’in and the First Fish camp is an opportunity to pass on respect and learning from
one generation to the next.
The village has an existing school house, including accommodations and cooking
facilities, a community kitchen and communal ‘arbour’ which could be utilised further
for additional gatherings, events and camps. While there is no need or desire to relocate
any of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in’s key cultural or educational events to Moosehide, there is
potential for the village to host more events and camps that currently take place at the
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in government offices, Community Hall, Robert Service School or
elsewhere in Dawson City. This would have the benefit of better utilising existing
facilities and perhaps lead to the development of specific educational and training
infrastructure and resources. In addition, it would encourage visiting, increase
educational opportunities, raise awareness and add to the sense of community.
Traditionally celebrations, and in particular those over the festive Christmas and New
Year periods, were a mainstay of the Moosehide social and cultural calendar. Visitors
and families would visit the community and celebrations could last up to a week which
included many traditional activities and dances. There is a desire to perhaps revive these
celebrations and potential to upgrade some facilities to allow for winter use.
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Youth research display at Moosehide 2004.

“There was a big event around the
arrival of the king salmon. Every year,
June and July, there was always big
celebrations when the first salmon were
spotted coming up the Yukon River.
The event was celebrated by dancing,
singing and feasting because it was
bringing life back to the community.”
Gerald Isaac, October 20, 1993
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Community consultation has suggested that Moosehide, as the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in
cultural and spiritual home, could be host to additional educational, spiritual and healing
camps. The welcoming nature and relative isolation make it ideal for citizens to
participate away from the distractions of Dawson City. Equally, instilling a greater sense
of belonging and sharing for those citizens has multiple individual and community
benefits.

First Fish 2013.

The Moosehide Gathering is its own entity with extensive administrative, operational
and financial support and infrastructure. As such, it is not under consideration in this
Community Plan. The gathering does have an enormous impact on the community and
there is a need to ensure that hosting the event does not overly affect the community’s
residents. Similarly, recommendations in this Community Plan should not interfere with
the successful hosting and operation of the gathering.
Encouraging youth and children to visit and participate in Moosehide is vital to ensure a
healthy future for the community. Many families bring their children to the village on a
regular basis and more could be done to provide facilities and entertainment for the
younger age groups. Presently, culture camps like First Fish and regular visits from the
Tr’inke Zho daycare encourage the younger citizens to feel comfortable in the village
and participate in community life. New students at the Yukon School of Visual Arts visit
the site and learn about Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in culture as part of their community
introduction. Building upon the good relationship between Tr’ondëk Hwëch'in Heritage
and Education Liaison staff and Robert Service School may provide further youth
opportunities to visit and learn at Moosehide. Programming with grades 9 and 10
currently takes place at Moosehide with assistance from Heritage Department Staff.

Northern lights over Moosehide 2011.

Citizens have noted that access to public buildings is not always possible because doors
are locked or facilities are being used unofficially. Public buildings, or buildings
maintained with public funds, should be available for public use. In promoting visiting
and other uses, it is important to ensure that public buildings are available and
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accessible when required. A program to remind users of their responsibilities would
increase awareness and reduce the potential for conflicts. A better recording system for
availability and bookings would similarly be effective.

Goal: Gauge the potential to reintroduce traditional and festive gatherings and
dances.
Rationale:

Traditionally celebrations, and particular those over the festive
Christmas and New Year periods, were a mainstay of the Moosehide
social and cultural calendar.

Objective:

Seek guidance from residents, citizens and Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in
government into the demand for, and feasibility of, hosting traditional
fall and winter celebrations.

Recommendation:

CPR025 Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in government should consult with
citizens to identify the level of demand to reinstate traditional
gatherings.
CPR026 Review relevant recommendations in the Infrastructure
Resources Plan to ensure facilities can accommodate the events.

Visiting performers Moosehide Gathering 2006.

“A lot of people come from Northwest
Territories…In the winter time …they
come in and they would bring fur
and…some meat for sale, and then they
go back. And then, before spring, they

Goal:

Use the welcoming, healing and spiritual nature of Moosehide for those who
need guidance or support.

Rationale:

As the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in spiritual home, Moosehide should be the
primary host for these types of gatherings.
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do it again.”
Percy Henry, October 19, 1993
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Objective:

Host more spiritual and healing camps, particularly for longer‐duration
projects and programs.

Recommendation:

Goal:

CPR027 Consider relocating existing health and healing
programs, or hosting new projects at Moosehide.

Increase child and youth involvement and participation.

Rationale:

The future prosperity of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and the village is
dependent on new generations spending more time, enjoying and
learning at the site.

Objective:

Increase opportunities for youth and children to spend more time and
reside at Moosehide.

Friends enjoying the evening sun 2010.

Recommendation:

CPR028 Give preference to Moosehide when investigating
potential to increase educational and recreational opportunities
for youth and children.
CPR029 Build upon the good relationship between Tr’ondëk
Hwëch'in, Tr’inke Zho and Robert Service School to provide
further youth opportunities to visit and learn.
CPR030 Review infrastructure requirements and improvements
designed for youth and families with younger children.

A group of children and adults berry picking 1955.
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Goal:

Increase culturally appropriate usage of existing buildings.

Rationale:

Some buildings are currently underutilised and could be used for other
purposes. Introducing more citizens to Moosehide through cultural and
educational programs has parallel benefits through increasing
patronage of buildings and infrastructure.

Objective:

To increase Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in uses of Moosehide facilities to encourage
visitations, increase educational opportunities, raise awareness and add
to the sense of community involvement.

Recommendation:

CPR031 Identify the types of uses and events that would be
appropriate and respectful at Moosehide.

School house 2015.

Goal: Increase the use and availability of Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in buildings and
infrastructure.
Rationale:

Buildings for public use, or maintained/repaired by, or in partnership
with, the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Government should be available for public
uses.

Objective:

It is important when seeking to increase usage and encourage visits to
ensure public buildings are known to be available and accessible when
required.

Recommendation:

CPR032 Define users and government responsibilities for public
buildings in order to increase awareness and reduce the
potential for conflicts.
Elders’ cabin interior during construction 2014.

CPR033 A better recording system for availability and bookings
would similarly be effective.
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Infrastructure Resources Plan

Proposed Elders’ bunk‐house 2015.

A survey of community or public infrastructure highlighted existing resources, status,
capacity and potential improvements. Under consideration is infrastructure that has
been provided through government or public funds and intended for community and
citizen use. Recommendations may concern a particular piece of infrastructure or
provided as general guidance. Recommendations in this Infrastructure Resource Plan
may be reproduced in other relevant sections of the plan. Private dwellings were not
included, neither are the temporary facilities used only during the Moosehide
Gathering. Recommendations relating to the School House, St. Barnabas church and
cemetery are found in the Cultural Resources Management Plan. Consideration of
Fort Reliance is not included, as this plan focuses on the living and active community.
Reference is made to the site in the Cultural Resources Management Plan. Trails and
trail infrastructure are considered separately.
1. A relatively new but unfinished building originally intended to be a bunk house for
elders. Elder preferences for smaller and individual cabins may have limited it
attractiveness. It is currently in good condition, but only used for storage. It could be
upgraded with some additional windows to provide general accommodation or used
by performers during events. Very good condition.

Elders’ shacks under construction and renovation
2015.

2. Six new elders’ ‘shacks’ were constructed in 2015. Additionally two shacks were
renovated for use by Elders. These are well insulated with gable roofs, plywood
flooring and wood stoves. Condition is very good, as would be expected of new
construction. There is a perception that the number of elders’ cabins is sufficient, and
further additions may restrict future building opportunities for families.
3. Elders’ Log built cabin (#6) with metal gable roof, finished ceiling and floor. A
wood stove installed. Stair access only, with small deck. Good condition.

Elders’ cabin #6 2015.
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4. Metal pitched‐roofed Elders’ log cabin (#3) with stair only access and deck. Benefits
from a wood stove and finished ceiling and floor. Good condition.
5. Elders Log built cabin (#2) with metal gable roof, finished ceiling and floor. A wood
stove installed. Access is by a small stairway with deck small deck. Good condition.
6. A number of outhouses are located throughout the site. These are adequate for daily
use, but insufficient during larger events like Moosehide Gathering. Condition is
generally good or adequate. An improved cleaning and maintenance schedule could be
implemented. Composting toilets would remove the need to empty or relocate the
outhouses. An additional communal toilet block could be considered close to the arbour,
perhaps with composting toilets.
7. The Arbour is the primary community space. Providing the largest floor space in the
community, it is has a metal gable roof, with an additional pitched‐roofed porch
extension. The roofs are supported primarily by 3‐ply 2x12” and 8x4” beams. Some
discussions have taken place with regard to fully enclosing the building or winterizing it.
The building could then potentially host dances or gatherings, particularly during the
winter festive period. It is recommended this option be investigated further, if the
community supports returning to the traditional Christmas and New Year celebrations of
old. In addition, creating internal closed compartments or rooms – mainly for use by
performers during the Moosehide Gathering – has been suggested. This may affect the
capacity of the arbour to host performances, and accommodate performers and the
audience during periods of wet weather.
The arbour does have serious structural issues, with four or five of the main support
beans showing visible cracks. This is the result of the differences between the two roofs
and the shallowness of pitch of the porch extension. Snow and ice gather where the
roofs join, during the seasonal melt. This causes a snow load imbalance and puts
pressure on the main joists. A structural survey has recently been undertaken with the
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Elders’ cabin #2 2015.

View with outhouses 2014.

Arbour 2015.
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intention of repairing the damage, providing additional structural support and
identifying a solution to the contributing issues. The permanent repairs are expected to
be carried out in the spring of 2016, after designs are completed and funds allocated. It
may prove costly to reconfigure the roof, and regular snow clearing could help avoid
some of the issues. It has previously been suggested that any repair to the roof might
consider installing dormer‐style windows, along the ridge line, similar to those on the
front street farmers/artist market building to increase the light inside. This location may
be a suitable site for a toilet block to serve the arbour and its users.
Elders’ grandstand 2015.

8. The children’s’ play equipment has proved problematic to install. Many consider it in
a poor location, while the plans necessary to complete construction have apparently
been lost. Consideration should be given to relocating the equipment and installation.
To provide for the youngest members of the community additional play areas and
facilities could be researched and introduced.
9. The Elders’ Grandstand is intended to provide an area from which elders can enjoy
the site and activities. It seems structurally sound and in good condition. Its current
location isn’t ideal, as it is far away from the performance area and in a route regularly
used by wildlife. It could be relocated nearer to the Arbour.

Elders’ cabin #1 2014.

10. Elders’ cabin (#1) is a frame‐built and wooden‐clad dorm building with a gable roof.
The building is not fully insulated with a finished ceiling and floor. Access is by stairs and
a small covered porch. Condition is very good.
11. Communal water storage consists of two partially opaque, horizontal moulded
plastic tanks fed by pumps from local creeks. The tanks are housed in on open‐sided
shed with a gable roof. While this is in good condition and protects the tanks from
precipitation and debris, light penetration encourages the growth of harmful water‐
borne algae. It is recommended the facility be reviewed, with the tanks potentially
Public water storage 2015.
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replaced or walls added to the structure to eliminate light absorption. An improved
maintenance and testing program should be applied.
12. Gas‐powered pumps bring creek water to the storage tanks. A regular maintenance
schedule for the pumps, filters and hoses should be drafted and applied.
13. The washhouse is a larger timber structure with wood siding and metal gable roof.
Access is by steps or ramp. The building contains washroom and shower facilities, with
creek water pumped into a moulded plastic storage tank. The condition of the internal
facilities is considered adequate but could be improved. An inspection of the water tank
highlighted contamination by mold and algae growth. It is recommended the water
storage be reviewed. Potential replacement of the tank with one of opaque construction
or fully enclosed to eliminate light absorption should be considered. An improved
maintenance and water sampling program should be implemented.

Water pump at creek 2015.

14. The large community generator is securely stored in a purpose‐built shed. This
provides power to public buildings during events and gatherings. Regular maintenance
should be scheduled and recorded to ensure optimum generator performance. Other
smaller portable generators are available for daily use and usually located at the rear of
the church.
Public wash‐house 2015.

15. Cook cabins (#1, #2) are unfinished wood‐frame and plywood structures. Both have
metal roofs and plywood floors. Neither building is insulated nor has a wood stove
installed. Condition is adequate.
16. The community cook house and concession building is centrally located and offers
basic cooking and dining facilities. Access to the kitchen area is from the front and the
rear. Entry for other areas is normally via the covered front porch, which runs the length
of the building. The wooden structure has metal roofs (adjoining at 90° angles) and a
plywood floor. Condition is good. Facilities are regarded as adequate, with some
Cook cabin #1 2015.
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additional equipment brought in during the gathering. Some thought could be given to
improving insulation, particularly the doors and frames and windows. The concession
portion of the building seems to be satisfactory for its purpose and operates well during
larger events.
17. Dock and access stairway. The condition of the floating docks remains good, and the
size and design is adequate for current levels of daily access. Issues do arise during the
Moosehide Gathering despite a small addition in 2014. The docks have a joint
access/egress ramp which is a bottle neck during busy periods.
Cook house and concession 2014.

Concerns have been raised over the effects of erosion on the banks in the immediate
vicinity of the dock area. While this does not currently affect use and access to the dock
it may do so in future. Direct shore access for boats is becoming more troublesome. An
engineering survey is undertaken of the shoreline and protective measures
implemented to shield the bank at this vulnerable point.
The access stairways from the dock, and up to village, have recently been replaced but
the work is not completely finished. Completion of the steps and installation of hand
rails are required. Unsurfaced pathways from the dock to village provide alternative
access for pedestrian traffic or for all‐terrain vehicles. Surfacing with gravel may reduce
erosion and the adverse effects of rain.

Boat dock 2013.

18. The School House has been recorded and documented in the Cultural Resources
Management Plan portion, which provides a condition report and history.
19. Documentation and the history of Saint Barnabas Anglican Church can be found
within the Cultural Resources Management Plan. It should be noted the church and the
land remain the property of the Anglican Church of Canada.

54

Moosehide Community Plan ‐ January 2016

20. Set on the top of the rise and overlooking the village, the cemetery is bordered by
picket fence, and enclosed by the forest to the north. A report and history of the
cemetery is found in the Cultural Resources Management Plan.
21. Some additional community facilities and infrastructure have been suggested
during the consultation process and research phase. These include:
There is potential for community renewable energy options to replace the central
generator. A small creek‐based hydro facility or larger solar array could provide
environmentally friendly electricity for the community. These options should be
investigated further. General consensus during community consultations was that
smaller systems were preferred, while larger options such as a large wind generator is
considered too obtrusive for the community at present. In the absence of a central
energy system for Moosehide home owners are encouraged to install small household
systems for domestic use if interested in electrification of private residences. (see
Community Sustainability)
The current water supply serves a limited number of public buildings only, and has some
issues in terms of health that are recommended to be addressed. A community well
would provide for full public access to water. There has been no formal testing or
indications that a well is feasible. It should be noted this option was neither fully
supported nor rejected during consultations. Some citizens appreciated the idea of
improved access, while others prefer to haul water in the traditional way.
A community toilet block was discussed by residents, potentially supported with a septic
field. The septic field was considered unnecessary by residents who intimated that
existing outhouses are sufficient. A shortage of toilet facilities during Moosehide
Gathering could partly be addressed by a toilet block (with composting toilets) close to
the arbour, primarily to serve performers and staff.
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A designated helicopter landing pad could be provided as part of emergency response
planning. While there are considerable open spaces within the village, an identified
location would improve public safety and reduce potential accidents.

Potential helicopter landing site 2015.

As more citizens grow into old age so there is a need for the community to be fully
accessible for the elderly and those with reduced mobility. While much of the village is
accessible, a full audit of facilities should be undertaken to ensure adequate access for
all.
Community waste is comprised of timber and construction waste, and domestic refuse –
some of which is compostable or recyclable. The existing waste storage facility close to
the boat landing should be upgraded to ensure the safe, temporary storage of items and
materials prior to removal off‐site. If community gardens and produce are encouraged, a
small composting facility could be created to serve gardens. A formal recycling storage
facility and enhanced partnerships with recycling organisations could be provided in
order to increase the waste removed from the community and diverted from the
landfill. (see Community Sustainability)
The first bridge crossing Moosehide Creek immediately after leaving the village was
replaced in 2015. This is only a temporary structure but there are no immediate plans to
replace it. (see Access)

Recommendations
IRR034 The newer unfinished bunk house, initially intended for elders, should be
completed (with additional windows) and provided as general accommodation or for
performers during events.
Temporary bridge crossing Moosehide Creek 2015.

IRR035 No further Elder Shacks should be built unless demand increases. Preference
should be given to family homes.
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IRR036 Additional ramp access should be considered for the Elders’ shacks and cabins, to
make them more accessible for those with reduced mobility.
IRR037 The Elders’ Shelter should be relocated nearer to the Arbour, to allow for better
viewing of performances.
IRR038 An additional communal toilet block should be considered close to the arbour
and the feasibility of installing composting toilets investigated .
IRR039 The potential to install composting toilets in all outhouses and public facilities be
investigated.
IRR040 Improvements to insulation and energy efficiency of the cook house and
concession building be explored.

Taylor family cache 2014.

IRR041 Proposals to repair damage to the Arbour, provide additional structural support
and identify a solution to the issues should be supported and implemented as soon as
practicable. Any review should investigate installing dormer‐style windows along the
ridgeline to increase natural light.
IRR042 The demand for, and feasibility of, improvements to the Arbour to allow for
hosting winter celebrations should be explored.
IRR043 Consideration should be given to relocate and complete the unfinished children’s
play area. Further regard should be given to additional facilities for younger children.
“The names of our people” 2001

IRR044 The three public water storage tanks must be replaced or solid walls added to the
structures to eliminate light absorption. An improved maintenance and water testing
program should be applied.
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IRR045 A regular maintenance schedule for water pumps, filters and hoses should be
drafted and applied.
IRR046 The geological potential for a community well may be investigated, and citizens
consulted to determine its community appeal if a possible source is discovered.
IRR047 Regular maintenance of the electrical generators should be scheduled and
recorded to ensure optimum generator performance.
IRR048 An engineering survey of the shoreline must be carried out and protective
measures implemented to shield the bank at this vulnerable point.
IRR049 Both stairways leading up from the shore must be completed and handrails
installed at the earliest opportunity.
IRR050 The potential for community renewable energy options should be investigated.
IRR051 A designated helicopter landing pad could be provided as part of emergency
response planning.
IRR052 A full audit of public facilities should be undertaken to ensure adequate access
for the elderly and those with reduced mobility.

Graveyard clean‐up advertising 2013.

IRR053 Further consultation should take place for any further site infrastructure projects,
including additional building, electrification, renewable energy, etc are undertaken.

58

Moosehide Community Plan ‐ January 2016

Moosehide Economy
The role Moosehide plays as a cultural and spiritual home for the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in
makes a purely economic assessment somewhat complex. Certainly there is a financial
component to village life and operations, with a variety of expenditures and revenues.
However, many of the ‘benefits’ are cultural or in other areas that are difficult to
quantify in wholly monetary terms.
As a ‘Reserve’ the Indian Act no longer applies to the Moosehide Lands, for the most
part. Financially this means there are no Indian Act tax considerations for Tr'ondëk
Hwëch'in or its citizens at Moosehide. The Moosehide Lands are considered to be
Unimproved Rural Settlement Land, and so no property taxes are levied as long as
certain conditions are met. Under the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Self‐Government Act the Lands
themselves are also not taxable unless circumstances change. Residents at Moosehide
are not liable to property taxes and thus the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in government derives no
tax revenues. At present, it is recommended that current ‘conditions’ remain unchanged
and property and other related taxes are not levied on Moosehide properties.

“Lot of wood come by raft from
Selkirk…five or six hundred
cords, maybe, during the summer,
because every raft would be at
least 100 cord.”
Percy Henry, October 19, 1993

In addition, the Moosehide Lands are deemed to be a Reserve for the purposes of
Government programs, many of which are only applicable to Reserves. Tr'ondëk
Hwëch'in therefore has continuing access to those programs, with associated financial
support and revenues. The sums available for capital or construction projects vary year
on year – dependent on availability and government priorities.
The Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Self‐Government Agreement incorporates a Self‐Government
Transfer Agreement (FTA) intended to provide Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in with the resources to
enable Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in to provide public services at levels reasonably comparable to
those generally prevailing in the Yukon, at reasonably comparable levels of general
taxation. Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in normally allocates an amount around of $10,000 through
the FTA for the repair and upkeep of Moosehide common ground and community
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Rear of cook house and concession 2002.
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buildings. This figure does not include any special projects, such as infrastructure
development or heritage assessment which may come from proposal money, or special
project budgets from other departments.
Additional indirect funding may be provided for specific programs like First Fish or
partnerships with other groups to host events or bring participants to the village.
Outside users will donate an amount for the use of the space but this is a relatively small
amount.
Revenues from tourism or visitation expenditures are considered negligible, outside of
Moosehide Gathering. The potential for this to increase is similarly small in light of the
community’s preference to focus on Moosehide as a living community and not to
develop tourism at the village.

Bannock 2004.

“In those days … you could get a

commercial license. So we could sell
meat in town and make a pretty good

The concept of traditional economy is based on the harvest of natural resources,
including the broader traditional aboriginal society, land use and environment. It is often
characterized by land stewardship and a subsistence livelihood. The traditional economy
continues to be an important aspect of the Moosehide community where the people,
lands and resources use are closely tied through stewardship and adaptation. The
traditional economy certainly contributes to community life, along with other Tr’ondëk
Hwëch’in values and principles. While the financial ‘value’ is not known, traditional
harvesting of animals, plants and firewood is of enormous benefit to residents and First
Nation culture and traditions.

living. And then in spring we go fishing
down Fortymile and you could sell
grayling.”
Percy Henry, October 19, 1993

The biennial Moosehide Gathering is the largest cultural and social event on the
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in calendar. Ultimately, hosting the event runs a considerable financial
deficit for the government despite revenues from government departments and third‐
party sources, merchandising, and incomes from direct and indirect donations. The
indirect financial benefits of the gathering to Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in citizens, the wider
community and local economy have not yet been accurately quantified.
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Moosehide provides direct seasonal employment to a number of Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in
staff, while many permanent government and committee positions include Moosehide‐
related managerial and administrative responsibilities. Moosehide tenders provide First
Nation businesses and contractors with commercial opportunities. Education and
training components include opportunities for employment, and skills development. The
economic ‘balance‐sheet’ of Moosehide is difficult to estimate, and perhaps a full fiscal
audit of the village is necessary to gauge the complete financial picture.
Of course, the benefits of the Moosehide community and the Gathering are primarily
cultural, social and educational. Consolidating and enhancing Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in culture
and traditions, and the raising of awareness among the wider community may be
considered, literally and figuratively, immeasurable. Equally, its role as cultural and
spiritual home is important to many citizens. It is vital the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in
government continues to provide sufficient resources and funding to ensure the village
can continue to prosper and remain an attractive location for future generations. (see
Infrastructure)
Goal:

Retain the current way of life.

Serving food Moosehide Gathering 2010.

Rationale:

Citizens enjoy Moosehide the way it is. Plans can acknowledge the way
the site presently operates and reflect this in future proposals.

Objective:

Help keep living at Moosehide affordable.

Recommendation:

Objective:

CPR054 Current taxation and conditions remain unchanged and
property and other related taxes are not levied on Moosehide
properties.

Determine the actual economics relating to Moosehide.

Recommendation:

CPR055 Undertake a full financial audit of the village
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Mary McLeod cabin 2008.
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Moosehide as Home
Citizens enjoy Moosehide the way it is, and has been for decades. Residents are keen to
maintain their traditional lifestyles and retain the relative freedom to live as they
currently do. Plans should acknowledge the way the site presently operates while
identifying and clarifying procedures to enhance residents’ way of life and make
Moosehide an attractive place for citizens to visit.
Moosehide is home for many citizens, and there is a desire among the Tr'ondëk
Hwëch'in to have more families make their homes in the village. Encouraging more
citizens to reside at Moosehide requires a review of existing procedures to make the
process clearer, simpler and more equitable. Equally, plans should be put in place to
ensure new residences are located and built in a manner that maintains the character of
the village. In addition, the opportunity should be taken to enhance and encourage
community and resident safety.

Elders shacks under construction and renovation
2015.

Formal zoning for land uses has not historically been practiced at Moosehide. As more
families settle and more citizens visit the village, there is a need for some degree of
guidance to ensure the village grows and develops in a safe and practical manner, while
retaining those aspects that make it so attractive. Identifying areas of special importance
and useful natural resources will help keep Moosehide a unique and rewarding place to
live and visit.

“The number of families living at
Moosehide…would probably number
between ten and a dozen families.”
Gerald Isaac, October 20, 1993

The village location has evidence of being occupied for thousands of years. As such,
future activities at the site have the potential of disturbing or impacting heritage
resources or graves that have not yet been identified or located. The Cultural Resource
Management plan provides a framework of how to ensure new homes and
developments do not damage or interfere with important artifacts, graves or areas of
sacred or special importance. It is recommended that the Cultural Resource
Management plan be adopted. (see Cultural Resources Management Plan)
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Often, land use planning or zoning can be complicated and intrusive. In the case of
Moosehide, and following direction from residents and citizens, the intent is to keep it
simple, effective and flexible. Thus it is recommended that areas be identified only for
new housing potential, protecting important areas of the site, providing access to timber
resources and assisting with community safety and emergency response. There is at
present no real desire to complicate management of these areas or place onerous
guidelines or limits on citizens’ activities. In essence, preferred land uses should be
encouraged in particular areas without totally restricting other uses or locations.
The following map shows areas where particular uses are encouraged within those
locations. The Village Green and dock areas are important to citizens and to village
operations, and are to be retained with no conflicting permanent developments or
structures encouraged. Land for new housing is at a premium in Moosehide. The existing
woodland downstream to the north could be cleared by the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in
government for the construction of new homes. This may require a study of this location
to confirm the land can be made suitable for cabins. Any usable timber should be set
aside for community events, for elders or other uses as determined by the Elders’
Council. The potential for residents to clear individual lots in this area could inhibit the
development of homes and raise issues relating to wood harvesting and use. A 30m
buffer from the river would ensure new homes do not restrict river access nor be
susceptible to shoreline erosion. Smaller structures such as smoke‐houses would be
permitted within this area.
An area of dead standing timber from a past forest fire 4km to the north east of the
village could provide residents with a source of firewood. The area is to be zoned as a
community wood lot, and the trail improved to allow for suitable access. Changes to the
timber harvesting system will make it simpler for citizens wishing to gather firewood for
domestic use. The intent is to create a ‘community permit’ to allow registered residents
to harvest without the need for individual applications. If accepted, residents will only
need to advise the Natural Resources department what volumes have been taken.
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Stored firewood 2004.

“We used to go down Moosehide

Creek, all the families with their kids
and moms and dads. We used to take
a tub and bucket and clothes and
wash down at Moosehide Creek.
We carry water and heat it up down
there and…we all have a meal
together and share.”
Margaret Henry, November 17, 1993
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Moosehide Land Use areas.
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Land Use Areas map summary
This section accompanies and summarises the previous map of land
use designations.
River Buffer
The river is hugely important to the community and access should be
available to all. The recommended buffer only relates to permanent
cabins. Other buildings like smoke houses can be built there. This will
make sure all citizens can freely access the shore and enjoy the views.
The space will help if new dock needs to be built downstream, and will
remove the risks from erosion for homes built near the shoreline.

New Homes Areas 1 & 2
These are areas where new homes will be encouraged. This does not
mean cabins cannot be built elsewhere in the community, but locating
new homes in the marked areas will promote new cabins, help reduce
overcrowding and keep the openness of the community.
Village Green
The plan encourages the community open space to stay ‘open’ for
community use. Permanent buildings are not encouraged, to keep the
area available as a focal point for community events.

Creek Buffer
This buffer encourages residents not to build close to the community
water source. Keeping buildings and equipment away from the creek
will help protect the creek from contamination.

Helicopter Landing Area
This location is needed for helicopter use during emergencies. The land
will not be marked or identified in any way. The intent is to identify a
safe landing area that can be quickly cleared in emergencies.
Graveyard Buffer
Graves can be located outside of cemetery boundaries and fences. The
buffer is not an extension to the cemetery; it is intended to make sure
homes and other structures are not built on unknown grave sites. The
buffer does not mean homes cannot be built within the buffer, but
surveys should be carried out to make sure no graves are located at
that location before building begins.

The Klondike Spirit views Moosehide 2013.
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Community woodlot
This fire burn area to the north west
of the community would provide
residents with a regular source of
firewood.
The trail may be improved to
provide better access for all‐terrain
vehicles, dog sleds and snow
machines for season‐round
harvesting.
A ‘community permit’ would allow
registered residents to harvest
timber without the need for
individual applications to Tr'ondëk
Hwëch'in Lands and Resources.

Potential wood lot area for Moosehide
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Christmas holidays at Moosehide village
It was the late 1950s and the Christmas holidays at Moosehide village, about five kilometres away from Dawson City, were filled with nightly
dances. “I have no idea how they managed to have a dance every night between Christmas and New Year,” Joseph-Rear said. “They would
dance all night, get up the next morning to go to work and do it all over again the next night. But we never knew what time the dances ended
because my father would send us home around 9 o’clock.”
Joseph-Rear remembers peeking out of her home with her siblings on those nights, trying to spot the first vehicles to show up from town. The
holidays were also a time when the children would cram into a toboggan, hitch up their dogs and visit their relatives in Dawson City. They
would spend the entire day playing, Joseph-Rear recalls, and ride back to Moosehide late at night. “It was so nice to be riding when the
moonlight was out,” she said.
Every kid in Moosehide had a homemade sled. On weekends they were allowed to hitch one dog to it, Joseph-Rear remembers. They would
carry out chores for elders in the village without even being asked, like fill up their barrels of water or chop wood for them. “We used to go to a
nearby island where there was a hillside filled with dead wood,” she said. “We’d pile as much as we could onto our sleds and we’d haul it back to
the village. It was all about playing for us, we didn’t see it as work. “We’d see our father do it so we wanted to do it too.”
Angie Joseph Rear and Myles Dolphin, Yukon News. Wednesday December 23, 2015
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Encouragement will be given to harvest fallen and standing‐dead timber for firewood.
This will help reduce risks of wildland fires.
The community fire‐break should be retained for the purpose of fire protection, with no
structures built in the immediate vicinity. The potential for setting aside another area of
woodland for clearing and harvesting in conjunction with forest fire safety was
investigated, but proven not to be entirely feasible.

Evening settles on Moosehide 2011.

Other areas given special consideration include locations for an emergency helicopter
landing site, a 10 metre buffer zone to ensure homes and buildings are not built close to
the creeks, and a 30 metre buffer around the cemetery to consider any graves that may
be outside the established perimeter.
Currently the allocation of lots for house construction is an informal remit of the Elders’
Council. Some suggestions have been made by citizens that the system could be made
clearer and more equitable. It is understood the Elders’ Council would appreciate clearer
guidelines on which to base and justify decisions. Lands and Resources is content with
the role the department plays in the process, but has identified improvements that
would better assist citizens and Elders’ Council with land allocation applications.
It is recommended that a fair and consistent process for lot and building allocation be
adopted by the Elders Council, including formally approved guidelines which are
consistent with values of Moosehide and address various considerations which came up
during community consultations.

Clearing wood debris 2015.

Two areas were identified during community consultations as favourable options for
future residential building at Moosehide (see Moosehide Landuse Areas Map).
Guidelines developed by the Elders council should consider these proposed areas for
new residential buildings. This is intended to reduce overcrowding around existing
homes, preserve important areas and create orderly expansion.
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Guidelines developed by the Elders Council should consider and address
residential building footprints, heights, and building and landscape design (ie.
fences), applying a standard approach which reflects the community character
and values. The guidelines should consider the traditional look of the community,
while also considering community needs, and changing demographics, such as the
needs of young families or residences with extended families. This will encourage
applications that retain the character of the village, while providing clear and
consistent framework for decisions.
Generally the residences at Moosehide are smaller single storey cabins with
various out buildings. Currently the Elders Council implements a 20x20 building
limit (where a 16’ x 20’ would fulfill this criterion); this was generally accepted
during community consultations and may be adopted by the Guidelines.
Consideration should be made for the need for larger extended family homes.
This will help maintain the traditional look of the village.
Many homes at Moosehide are built with log or finished siding, adding to the
character and look of the community. These design elements should be
considered within the guidelines. This will encourage applicants to help retain the
character of the village.
There are generally no fences between adjacent buildings at Moosehide, and
individuals indicated that fences should not be allowed. These landscape
considerations should be addressed by the guidelines. This will retain the current
look of the community and will not restrict access within the site.
Viewscapes of the hillsides and river are also important. Generally individuals
favoured the approval of single story structures. This will help maintain important
viewscapes and preserve the traditional look of the village.
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Window, St. Barnabas 2009.

“They made themselves a rink for a
(roller) skating rink…in the community
hall. The big school kids used to roller
skate there.”
Percy Henry, October 19, 1993
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Guidelines for land allocation approval should include building code standards and
outhouse design. Better constructed homes are safer and more sustainable. Lands
and Resources can provide best‐practice guides for potential applicants.
Guidelines for lot allocation should consider appropriate building timelines and
penalties if an applicant has not fulfilled their building obligation within a
determined period. A generally accepted suggested period was 1 year to begin
building and 3 years to complete construction. This will ensure sufficient lots are
available for home construction.

Moosehide cabins 2014.

The land allocation approval guidelines should include appropriate fire safety
regulations in terms of distance apart from other structures. Safer homes are to
be encouraged.
Application decisions rendered by Elders’ Council should make it clear to
applicants the reasons an approval is being given, or withheld at that time. This
will help clarify the reasons for decisions to applicants and direct them to areas
that require improvement. Applicants can resubmit at any time with more suitable
proposals.

Preparing fish 2004.

A formal appeal process should be drafted for applicants who believe their
application has not been given fair or equal consideration. Any appeal should be
heard by the Elders’ Committee. If the initial decision is upheld, the applicant
should have the option of taking their case to Chief and Council for a final
decision.

The intent of the proposed changes to the process is to ensure fair and equitable allocation of building lots. It is not intended that
individual guidance alone will prohibit homes being built. Instead, encouragement will be given to those applications that fulfill more of the
criteria. The recommendations will help with more consistent decision making, give clarity to applicants, improve resident and community
safety, and promote the principles, goals and objectives of the Community Plan.
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Goal:

Retain the current way of life.

Rationale:

Citizens enjoy Moosehide the way it is. Plans can acknowledge the way
the site presently operates and reflect this in future proposals.

Objective:

To promote, clarify and enhance current village life and processes
through the Community Plan.

Recommendation:
Goal:

CPR056 Adopt and implement the Moosehide Community Plan.

Allow for safe and consistent village development.

Rationale:

Plans can identify and clarify future development to enhance residents’
way of life and make Moosehide a more attractive place for citizens to
visit.

Objective:

Introduce some land use preferences to help guide decision making and
community development.

Recommendation:

Goal:

CPR057 Implement the proposed land use areas and give
encouragement to those uses when considering future
developments.

Encourage families to make Moosehide home.

Rationale:

The future prosperity of the village is dependent on new generations
settling at the site.

Objective:

Encourage families to settle by making land available and improving the
allocation process.
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Sunset 2011.

Moosehide Community Plan ‐ January 2016

Recommendation:

Goal:

CPR058 Elders Council should adopt proposals creating areas
for new housing development, making the process fair and
clear, and to provide appropriate advice and guidance to
applicants.

Ensure a fair and consistent system for lot allocations.

Rationale:

The current system works adequately, but needs clearer direction
and fairer process. A more equitable system may instil confidence in
prospective applicants.

Objective:

Formalise a fair and consistent process for lot and building allocation
for use by the Elders’ Council and Lands and Resources department.

The village during Moosehide Gathering 2010

Recommendation:

CPR059 Chief and Council should give consideration to a
formal resolution a) authorising Elders’ Council to make
decisions on Moosehide lot and building allocations; and b)
adopting a formal decision making process.
CPR060 Elders Council should adopt formal land allocation
approval guidelines, congruent with the Plan values and
objectives.
CPR061 An Approvals Subcommittee of the Elders Council
should be given responsibility for granting of land and
buildings.
CPR062 Remove the applicant’s name from the application
form prior to consideration by Elders’ Council.

Vegetation surrounds a heritage cabin 2015.
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CPR063 Application decisions by Elders Council should be based
on compliance with the allocation approval guidelines.
CPR064 The Guidelines will direct new Applications for lots to
the areas allocated for additional homes (see Land Use Map),
once these are formally adopted.
CPR065 The Guidelines should consider appropriate time periods
for construction commencement and completion once an
application is approved.
CPR066 Elders’ Council should make it clear to applicants, by
referencing guidelines, the reasons for its decision.

Isaac family cabin 2015.

CPR067 A formal appeal process should be drafted for applicants
who believe their application has not been given fair or equal
consideration.
CPR068 Lands and Resources department provide technical
input for land grants and infrastructure development and review
the application form for lot allocations and provide additional
guidance to applicants.
Goal: Encourage new buildings to retain village characteristics and improve
standards of safety.
Rationale:

New homes and cabins should complement existing homes and
buildings, while keeping residents as safe as practicable.

Objective:

Introduce guidance to ensure appropriate building standards.
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Henry family cabin 2015.
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Recommendation:

CPR069 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should consider a consistent building
footprint which complements existing village characteristics
while considering the current community needs.
CPR070: The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should consider appropriate building
heights which retain both the traditional look of the
community and preserve important viewscapes.

Moosehide cabins 2015.

CPR071 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should consider appropriate building
materials which retain the character and look of the
community.
CPR072 The Land allocation guidelines adopted by the Elders
Council should include building code and outhouse design
standards.
CPR073 The Land allocation guidelines adopted by the Elders
Council should ensure proper fire safety regulations for new
construction.
CPR074 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should provide direction, regarding fences
at Moosehide , which considers the current look of the
community and will not restrict access within the site.

Animal prints in the silt 2011.
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Natural Environment
The attractions of living close to, and in harmony with, nature draw residents to
Moosehide, and is a highly valued attribute of the Village. Equally, respect for the
environment and wildlife encourages residents and visitors to live in a manner that
minimises adverse impacts to the local environment. Environmental stewardship is an
unwritten but integral part of Moosehide living. Wildlife is relatively free to roam,
despite the harvesting opportunities. (see Sustainability and Renewable Energy)
Garbage and other wastes have the potential to become attractants to wildlife. This is
not currently a problem as residents are adamant about keeping the site clear of
attractants. It could become harder to manage as more families build homes and spend
time at Moosehide. The current informal protocols followed should be formalized into
best practices guidelines that address increases in population both permanently, or
during short periods such as camps or events. Food waste removal, composting and
recycling guidelines should be considered.

Boiling water 2004.

Difficulties in transporting larger items have seen the accumulation of waste building materials, timber, household goods and other debris on the
perimeter of the site. In addition to becoming a fire hazard, this waste may have an impact local wildlife and the environment. It may also be
considered an eyesore. A regular schedule of seasonal large scale waste incineration and/or removal from the village would eliminate the
majority of the issues, and help foster community pride. Utilising the river in winter may provide the best means to remove waste.
The majority of homes in the village rely on wood heat and lamps and candles. Power for public buildings and community events is provided by a
gas‐powered generator. Concerns have been raised that the noise and pollution from the generator disturbs the relative tranquility of Moosehide
and has impacts on local air quality. (see Sustainability and Renewable Energy)
Moosehide is located on the banks of the Yukon River, among hills surrounded for the most part by wilderness despite its proximity to town. The
location is a major attraction for residents and visitors, who enjoy the views from the community, particularly across the river and downstream.
Mining and other intrusive land uses have the potential to impact these views.
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“The Fortymile caribou herd used
to cross between Moosehide and
the Midnight Sun Dome and swim
across the Yukon River towards
the shipyard. There would be
hundreds and thousands of them.”

Goal:

Continue to protect the environment and wildlife.

Rationale:

Moosehide is a place to be close to nature and to live in a traditional
and natural manner.

Objective:

Continue to practice environmental stewardship.

Recommendation:

CPR075 Create a best‐practices guide for the storage and
removal of household food wastes and composting.

Gerald Isaac, October 20, 1993
CPR076 Initiate regular seasonal schedules of community waste
and debris removal.
Goal:

Protection of viewscapes.

Rationale:

Equally as important to how the village looks, the traditional views
from the site require similar protection.

Objective:

Ensure community viewscapes are considered during the land use and
development assessment processes.

Recommendation:

CPR077 Develop a rationale for protecting viewscapes for
inclusion in development applications and assessment processes.

Dawson City from the trail bluff 2015.
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Resident and Visitor Health and Safety
The Village of Moosehide has been a place for Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in citizens to live in a
safe, healthy and traditional manner since the early 1900’s, though the site has been
utilized by ancestors for over 8000 years. Today the community remains both a haven
for citizens to experience and explore their culture and a secure home in which to heal
and recover.

“In 1935, the last group of McPherson
people come to Moosehide. Chief
Julius was with them too. Nine dogteams came. There was a big dance

The community is free of alcohol and drugs. Citizens are proud of this tradition and wish
it to remain that way. Though there are no formal rules or regulations in place, the small
population of Moosehide has allowed it to effectively address any issues or concerns
informally and on a situation by situation basis to ensure these substances do not
normally find their way into the village. Regular notifications to residents, including
youth, that alcohol and drugs must not be brought to Moosehide would enhance this
message. An informal disciplinary system of persuasion and traditional justice has been
sufficient when drugs and alcohol have become issues. These are typically restricted to
cases involving individuals. Any further action against citizens is usually dealt with
through the existing consensual or customary practices of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in, as
outlined in the Self‐Government Agreement. It is expected the current disincentives to
drugs and alcohol in the community will remain sufficient in future.
For the most part water courses and sources around Moosehide are considered clean
and healthy. Currently community water is pumped directly from two local creeks and is
stored in three communal tanks. As natural sources the creeks can be expected to be
free of pollutants, although contamination may take place if animal carcasses or waste
enter the watercourses. Filters remove most of the debris from the water, but small
particulates and organisms may find their way through the system. Upstream access is
relatively unhindered for some distance, and regular inspections of the creeks would
ensure contamination does not take place, or promptly removed if discovered. The
pumps and filters must be of a standard to remove the majority of water‐borne
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everyday for a week, big potlatch
everyday, lots to eat. ”
Percy Henry, December 12, 2013

Waiting for the boat 2011.
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impurities and should be regularly inspected and maintained. Improving water quality
would give residents and visitors confidence in the source and reduce the amount of
drinking water transported into the community – particularly during public events like
the Moosehide Gathering.
An alternative to mechanical pumps may be a gravity‐fed system. This would require
water to be extracted from upstream, and the pressure would be less than that
provided by the pumps. Flow may also be inconsistent. This would negate the need for
pumps and fuel. Such a system could be operated in conjunction with a small hydro
system to deliver power. (see Sustainability and Renewable Energy)

Water pump at creek 2015.

Moosehide creeks join the river 2015.

While there is little control over the quality of creek water, especially in the context of
potable water, much can be done to ensure water storage is done in the safest manner
possible. The design and maintenance of the current storage systems does not
adequately reduce the potential for harmful contamination and improvements should
be implemented. A regular testing, maintenance and cleaning schedule would
minimise contamination risk, while a redesign of the facilities could reduce the risks of
unwanted organisms flourishing in direct sunlight. (see Infrastructure Resources Plan)
The current methods and levels of access to and from the village are considered
sufficient for citizens and visitors, albeit some improvements are required. Expansion
of the trails system, especially if it allowed for motorized transport, could create
problems with tourist interference, more garbage, and drug and alcohol, and security
issues. Upgraded access has the benefit of increased emergency response capacity, in
addition to all‐season access to the site. Citizens have indicated that this type of access
would drastically change Moosehide. Plans to improve accessibility should reflect
community concerns, and not increase convenience to the detriment of residents and
the community.
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Many residents and visitors to the site are Elders, some with mobility issues. The site is
relatively flat, save for the shoreline and dock, where paths provide an alternative to the
staircases, and transportation is normally supplied for those in need. Recent
improvements to the steps from the dock have been carried out, but need to be
completed. Some public buildings have ramps providing access for the less‐able but
many other buildings and homes (including some Elders’ cabins) have steps only. A full
accessibility survey should be undertaken to ensure equal access to all public buildings
for those with reduced mobility or that require wheelchairs.
Village residents take pride in the cleanliness and aesthetic properties of Moosehide.
Great effort is expended to ensure proper landscape maintenance and overall
orderliness of the site. A key value at Moosehide, extending from the traditional value of
‘keep your camp clean’, is that of maintaining a safe and clean site. This is a cooperative
effort that includes all residents, visitors and users of Moosehide. Though it has not
been an issue in the past, it was agreed during consultation that unkept lots would be
both an eyesore and potential health and safety hazard. While ‘regulations’ are not
envisaged, a system of guidance and procedures could be investigated and adopted to
ensure concerns over the condition of lots are adequately dealt with in a formal and
equitable manner. Support for the regular removal of community waste would
encourage residents to reduce debris on lots. Annual awards for ‘best’ yard or garden
would encourage garden development and help maintain pride in the community.

Goal:

Keep Moosehide alcohol and drug free.

Rationale:

Residents have strongly indicated that alcohol and drugs have no place
in the community.

Objective:

Encourage and enhance the current system to dissuade alcohol and
drugs being brought into the village.
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A typical clean lot at Elders’ cabin #2.
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Recommendation:

CPR078 Retain the current informal community watch system
and traditional discipline to dissuade alcohol and drugs being
brought into the village.
CPR079 Regularly remind citizens and visitors that alcohol
and drugs must not be taken to the village.
CPR080 Continue to promote Moosehide as a haven for
traditional recovery and healing..

Goal:

Safeguard and improve water supply.

Rationale:

Improving water quality would give residents and visitors
confidence in the source and reduce the amount of drinking water
transported into the community.

Objective:
storage.

Protection and enhancement of natural drinking water sources and

Recommendation:

CPR081 Source creeks should be regularly inspected for
debris or animal carcasses and waste.
CPR082 Water pumps filters and pipes must be regularly
checked and maintained, and meet appropriate standards.

Interior detail Betty Joseph cabin 2015.

CPR083 Water storage infrastructure, maintenance and
water testing should be reviewed to ensure acceptable
drinking water quality.
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Goal:

Maintain resident safety and security.

Rationale:

Easier access to the village may lead to increased tourist interference,
more garbage, drug and alcohol, and security issues.

Objective:

Avoid overdevelopment of current trails.

Recommendation:
Objective:

Improve accessibility for the less‐able.

Recommendation:

Goal:

CPR084 Retain trails at current levels of accessibility.

CPR085 A full accessibility survey of the village’s public buildings
should be undertaken, and recommendations adopted where
practicable.

School house deck 2014.

Ensure lots are adequately maintained.

Rationale:

Improving and encouraging standards for maintenance and upkeep of
areas around homes will ensure cleanliness and keep yards tidy.

Objective:

Provide guidance and procedures to encourage and assist the upkeep of
the current high standards of domestic yards

Recommendation:

CPR086 Enhance and advertise seasonal community clean‐ups,
including regular schedule for the removal of community wastes.
CPR087 Encourage the creation and maintenance of gardens
and initiate annual awards for ‘best’ yard or garden.CPR088
Develop a system of guidance and procedures to deal with
unsightly or unsafe areas.
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Elders’ eating area 2014.
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Community Sustainability
Moosehide is a small community, even on a local scale, and its impacts on the wider
environment, economy and society are negligible. Within the community itself and the
immediate environs, sustainability can however play a large part on ensuring Moosehide
continues to prosper into the future. Many of the cultural, social and economic aspects
of sustainability are beyond the scope of this community plan or dealt with elsewhere,
thus this section will concentrate on the environment and economy and how
sustainability principles for energy and food security, and waste reduction may best
benefit the community and local employment.
The principle of sustainability is most commonly articulated through the World Council
on Environment and Development definition which describes it as “meeting the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs.” The Umbrella Final Agreement uses a different, but similar interpretation:
“beneficial socio‐economic change that does not undermine the ecological and social
systems upon which communities and societies are dependent.”

Picked berries 2014.

“One day the kids will come back to
Moosehide”
Percy Henry, April 27, 2015

The Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in and municipal governments formally adopted the community’s
Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) in 2008. The plan describes the
challenges facing our community today and explains the opportunities available to meet
them. The ICSP identifies the actions necessary to move towards a sustainable future.

Energy
Communal power is supplied through gas‐powered generators. The larger generator is
installed in a protective shed to the rear and south of the village, while smaller
generators (for daily use) are usually located between the church and school house. The
communal system extends to public buildings only and is normally only used during
gatherings and events. Some homes have their own generators, while others rely on
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wood stoves and candles, lanterns and battery power. One home has a small wind
generator, although these were more common in the past.
Concerns have been raised that the noise and pollution from the generators disturb the
relative tranquility of Moosehide and have impacts on local air quality. In addition, the
economic and environmental costs of burning fossil fuels remain global and local issues.
A move to a community renewable energy system has community support, however it
should serve public buildings only. Many residents prefer to use more traditional heat
and light sources, and enjoy the peace and tranquility this brings.
Hydro, solar and wind options could be considered, both for community and individual
uses. A hydrokinetic system could be investigated utilising the Yukon River, while ‘pico‐
hydro’ (small scale system) may be suitable for local creeks. Wind generators and solar
panels would be appropriate for both community and private uses on a seasonal basis.
Much would depend on future demand and population size. Currently, strongest citizen
support is for a small hydro system utilising local creeks for public buildings, with citizens
free to choose and install their own domestic system. Some limits may be considered
and applied to domestic wind turbine size and height, and location of solar panels, to
ensure they do not interfere with residents’ enjoyment of property or impact the village‐
scape.
Gardens and food security
Several Moosehide residents actively maintain gardens on an annual basis. Residents
and other citizens positively reminisced about the proliferation of gardens at Moosehide
during early years and agreed that gardens were common, even up to the 1980s.
Residents planted flower gardens and grew produce and traditional plants to
supplement supplies. The practice has fallen away more recently. Ever‐increasing food
prices, and demand for fresh, organic local produce have highlighted the benefits of
local food production.
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Families could be encouraged to cultivate land around their homes by providing annual
gardening workshops or planting initiatives at the site, or by providing expertise and
possible early start greenhouse plants from the teaching and working farm. An area
could be set aside for a community garden perhaps near the waterfront, although
camping takes place in that area. Forested areas could be cleared for gardens, as
happened at Fort Reliance. The Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in teaching and working farm initiative
could be the catalyst and partner to bring gardens back to the community. Planting
gardens may also improve viewscapes and instil even more civic pride in the community.

Reverend Martin cabin 2015.

Elders’ shack construction 2014.

Waste reduction
Community waste is comprised of timber and construction waste, and domestic refuse,
some of which is compostable or recyclable. Currently garbage is either taken away by
residents, or during the summer season by the assistance of Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in work
crews and the site caretaker. A wooden garbage container close to the boat
dock/staging area is currently used to house household garbage prior to removal from
the site. An appropriate area (with good access to the river) should be set aside for the
safe, temporary storage of large items and materials prior to removal off‐site. If
community gardens and produce are encouraged, a small composting facility could be
created to serve gardens. A recycling storage centre/facility could be provided in order
to increase the waste removed from the community and diverted from the landfill.
Information and advice should be provided to residents and a regular removal schedule
implemented.
Employment
Regular employment opportunities at Moosehide and certainly the direct financial
benefits derived from the community are limited, particularly outside of Moosehide
Gathering. This situation is unlikely to change, given residents’ wishes that tourism
remains at its current low level. Through the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in one seasonal staff
position, the site Caretaker, is employed to maintain the site from May until September
annually. Often the Historic Site Manager will provide site crew members to assist with
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necessary projects and events at the site, providing work and training opportunities in
construction and site maintenance. Similarly, staff from the Housing and Infrastructure
department install and remove the dock, and service the public structures at the site, in
addition to assisting with the biannual Moosehide Gathering. The Work Opportunities
Program often assists with seasonal maintenance during the summer season. Though
indirect, several Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in employment positions have varying levels of
responsibilities at Moosehide during the summer season.
Efforts could be made to maximise employment and training opportunities by seeking to
enhance the role and term of the site caretaker, allocating plan implementation
responsibilities to an existing position within the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in government, hiring
or allocating community safety personnel, and increasing funding for village
improvements and maintenance programs. New and current events and training could
be moved to the village, utilising existing facilities. To enable maximum access to jobs
for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in citizens all work tendered or carried out at Moosehide should
continue to be done by citizens where feasible.
Goal:

Elders’ grandstand under construction 2001.

Increase community renewable energy generation.

Rationale:

Renewable resources provide energy for the community and families
with little environmental impact, making the village more sustainable.

Objective:

Introduce a comprehensive program of renewable energy initiatives for
the community and individuals.

Recommendation:

CPR089 Investigate the feasibility of renewable energy sources
for community use, particularly creek‐sourced hydro.
CPR090 Support and assist residents to install renewable
systems for their homes.
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CPR091 Provide guidance for home installation including
maximum dimensions and best locations of private wind
generators and solar panels.

“In the old days…everybody had a
garden.”
Angie Joseph, October 26, 1993

Goal:

Reinstatement of gardens and increase food production.

Rationale:

Traditionally gardens were common at Moosehide. Fresh produce
and flowers will provide healthy food and enhance the site.

Objective:

Encourage families to plant gardens and grow fresh produce.

Recommendation:

CPR092 Investigate the potential and location for a
community garden at Moosehide.
CPR093 Incorporate Moosehide into the Community and
Training Farm project.
CPR094 Support and assist residents to create family
gardens.
CPR095 Create a small composting facility to serve gardens
and reduce waste.

Goal:
Spring blooms 2011

Reduce community waste and increase waste diversion.

Rationale:

Reducing waste and removing it from the village has many
environmental and health and safety benefits, and increases waste
diversion.
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Objective:

Encourage residents and visitors to responsibly handle and dispose of
community wastes.

Recommendation:

CPR096 Upgrade the facility set aside for storage of waste items
and debris for removal.
CPR097 Create a recycling storage facility to collect recycling.
CPR098 Provide recycling and waste diversion advice and
encouragement to residents and visitors.

Goal:

Create additional employment and training opportunities.

Rationale:

Providing employment at Moosehide adds an economic dimension to
the community and presents citizens and residents with income
opportunities.

Objective:

Increase employment and economic opportunities in the village.

Recommendation:

Interior of Elders’ cabin #1 2015.

CPR099 Consider increasing the term and role for the caretaker,
and create positions for season community/safety personnel.
CPR100 Examine the potential to establish or relocate training
and education programs to Moosehide.
CPR101 Enhance opportunities for all work tendered and carried
out at Moosehide to be done by citizens when feasible.
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Tourism
Tourism provides the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in and wider community with greater
economic prospects and opportunities to promote First Nation heritage and culture
to a broad audience. The Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in government has embraced this
potential, primarily through the creation of the Dänojá Zho Cultural Centre, the
planned development of the Tr’ochëk site and support for UNESCO World Heritage
Site designation. The bi‐annual Moosehide Gathering is an integral component of
its cultural programs and brings thousands of visitors to the village.
In contrast, many citizens consider Moosehide their home and appreciate the
opportunity to “get away from the rat race” of modern living and live in a
traditional manner at their ancestral home. Moosehide is a haven, a place to
practice time‐honoured culture and heritage. While supportive of the Moosehide
Gathering, concerns have been raised by citizens that increased tourism at
Moosehide would interfere with the community’s, and residents’, peace and
privacy. There are many other opportunities for First Nation tourism in the
community.
It has been noted that the number of visits remains low, and the current system
requiring visitors to seek formal approval is adequate. The status quo should be
maintained to allow the community to cope with the current level of overland
visitors. Restrictions on organised boat access should be retained.

The Klondike Spirit docks at Moosehide 2010

More accurate and detailed records of visitors would help to determine actual
visitor numbers and identify trends. This could include the use of a guest book, and
retaining digital records of visitor data. The rising awareness and attractiveness of
First Nation culture and the potential for World Heritage Site designation raises the
need to investigate contingencies should the village become more widely known
and visited. The community should consider options for managing future tourist
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pressures if visitations markedly increase and its residents are to continue to retain
current lifestyles.
Moosehide falls within the boundary of the proposed Tr'ondëk‐Klondike UNESCO World
Heritage Site (WHS). WHS status is purely a commemorative recognition and does not
bring any new legislation or regulations into effect. Designation does not require or
cause any additional protection or site management at Moosehide above or beyond
what this community plan and the Cultural Resources Management plan state. While
World Heritage Designation celebrates Moosehide it will not affect existing rights and
activities. Regulations pertaining to hunting, fishing and trapping are already in place
under existing legislation such as the Wildlife Act and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Final
Agreement. The continuance of a traditional lifestyle for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in would
be an essential heritage value listed in the nomination.

Goal: Ensure tourist visitations do not adversely interfere with residents’ privacy and
enjoyment.
Chief Isaac display 2010.

Rationale:

Moosehide is seen as a place to ‘get away from the rat race’. Increased
tourism may interfere with its peace and privacy.

Objective:

Maintain current low levels of tourist visits.

Recommendation:

CPR102 Moosehide should not be actively promoted as a tourist
destination, outside of the Moosehide Gathering.
CPR103 Retain restrictions on formal tourist boat access.
CPR104 Continue with the current permitting and approvals
process for overland visitations.
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CPR105 The Management Plan for the Tr'ondëk‐Klondike
World Heritage Site will conform to all recommendations
within the Moosehide Community Plan and Cultural
Resources Management Plan.
Objective:

Cope with future tourist pressures if visitations markedly increase.

Recommendation:

CPR106 Improve advertising and enforcement of the visitor
permit requirements.
CPR107 Maintain accurate records of permits issued and
visitations to the site.

Moosehide sky 2008.

CPR108 Develop a contingency plan to deal with increasing
tourist pressures, including strategies such as thresholds, or
directing tourist to other Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in site appropriate
for tourism.

Moosehide panorama 2008
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Appendix I

Summary of Recommendations.
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Community
Value

Goal

Rationale

Objective and recommendations

A physical,
cultural and
spiritual home

Retain the current way of life.

Citizens enjoy Moosehide the way it
is. Plans can acknowledge the way
the site presently operates and
reflect this in future proposals.

Ensure residents’ enjoyment of Moosehide and the Moosehide
Gathering continues to have shared values and be mutually
beneficial.
CPR023 Consultation with Moosehide residents should be
carried out as part of the regular review of the Gathering.
To promote, clarify and enhance current village life and processes
through the Community Plan.
CPR056 Adopt and implement the Moosehide Community
Plan.
Help keep living at Moosehide affordable.
CPR54 Current taxation and conditions remain unchanged
and property and other related taxes are not levied on
Moosehide properties.
Determine the actual economics relating to Moosehide.
CPR055 Undertake a full financial audit of the village.

Maintain and improve current
access for citizens.

Easier and safer access for citizens
will increase usage and sense of
belonging.

Increase opportunities for citizens to access Moosehide by boat.
CPR001 Introduce an informal notification system to help
match citizens travel plans with boats going to Moosehide.
CPR002 A full engineering survey be carried out of the
shoreline and work undertaken to counteract erosion and
stabilise the shore.
CPR003 Improve docking facilities, to increase capacity and
make boat access and dock use safer.
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CPR004Investigate additional boat docking locations
downstream of current dock.
Make access trails safer, without being overdeveloped.
CPR005 Undertake seasonal surveys of all trails to and within
the village.
CPR006 Work with appropriate authorities to formally
decommission or redirect the lower ‘bluff’ section of the
Moosehide to Dawson City trail.
CPR007 Seek funding and work collaboratively with partners
to ensure a regular and adequately funded program of trail
maintenance and repair, without enlarging or overly
increasing accessibility.
CPR008 Provide safety, liability and directional signage for
trail users.
CPR009 Do not formally advertise the trail from Dawson City.

Maintain and upkeep historic
and heritage buildings and
areas.

Moosehide Gathering should not
overwhelm Moosehide or its
residents. The impacts of current
and proposed infrastructure and
camping areas for the gathering
should be part of a Moosehide
operations document and strategy.
These buildings are historically
important and key features and
should be preserved and potentially
developed for use in future.
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Create operational guidelines for Moosehide to clarify roles,
consider gaps and successes, ensure infrastructure is sufficient,
etc.
CPR024 Develop a strategy and set of operational guidelines
for Moosehide Gathering.

See the Cultural Resources Management Plan.
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Ensure a fair and consistent
system for lot allocations.

The current system works
adequately, but needs clearer
direction and fairer process. A more
equitable system may instil
confidence in prospective
applicants.

Formalise a fair and consistent process for lot and building
allocation for use by the Elders’ Council and Lands and Resources
department.
CPR059 Chief and Council should give consideration to a
formal resolution a) authorising Elders’ Council to make
decisions on Moosehide lot and building allocations; and b)
adopting a formal decision making process.
CPR060 Elders Council should adopt formal land allocation
approval guidelines, congruent with the Plan values and
objectives.
CPR061 An Approvals Subcommittee of the Elders Council
should be given responsibility for granting of land and
buildings.
CPR062 Remove the applicant’s name from the application
form prior to consideration by Elders’ Council.
CPR063 Application decisions by Elders Council should be
based on compliance with the land allocation approval
guidelines.
CPR064 The Guidelines will direct new applications for lots to
the areas allocated for additional homes (see Land Use Map),
once these are formally adopted.
CPR065 The Guidelines should consider appropriate time
periods for construction commencement and completion once
an application is approved.
CPR066 Elders’ Council should make it clear to applicants, by
referencing guidelines, the reasons for its decision.
CPR067 A formal appeal process should be drafted for
applicants who believe their application has not been given
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fair or equal consideration.
CPR068 Lands and Resources department provide technical
input for land grants and infrastructure development and
review the application form for lot allocations and provide
additional guidance to applicants.
Encourage new buildings to
retain village characteristics
and improve standards of
safety.

New homes and cabins should
complement existing homes and
buildings, while keeping residents
as safe as practicable.

Introduce guidance to ensure appropriate building standards.
CPR069 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should consider a consistent building
footprint which complements existing village characteristics
while considering the current community needs.
CPR070 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should consider appropriate building
heights which retain both the traditional look of the
community, and preserve important viewscapes.
CPR071 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should consider appropriate building
materials which retain the character and look of the
community.
CPR072 The Land allocation guidelines adopted by the Elders
Council should include building code and outhouse design
standards.
CPR073 The Land allocation guidelines adopted by the Elders
Council should ensure proper fire safety regulations for new
construction.
CPR074 The Land Allocation Approval Guidelines adopted by
the Elders Council should provide direction, regarding fences
at Moosehide , which considers the current look of the
community and will not restrict access within the site.
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Ensure the Community Plan’s
implementation.

The Community Plan can ensure the
management of the site continues
the way citizens wish it to be.

Ensure sufficient resources to fully implement plan
recommendations.
CPR109 Create an Implementation Committee made up of
Moosehide Residents, the site caretaker, and department
representatives to oversee plan implementation.
CPR110 Have an existing Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government
position take on the responsibility of chairing this committee
and taking on administrative responsibilities to ensure the
success of the committee and ultimately successful
implementation of the plan.
CPR111 Consider enhancing the role and capacity of the Site
Caretaker to assist with implementation.
CPR112 Management of village infrastructure should be the
responsibility of a single department, most appropriately the
Housing and Infrastructure Department. Heritage buildings
will remain the responsibility of the Heritage Department.
The Community Plan must be reviewed and adaptable to ensure
goals and objectives are met.
CPR113 The Moosehide Community Plan must be reviewed at
least every 5 years.
CPR114 Baseline information should be collected, including
information about infrastructure, equipment, finances, visits.
CPR115 Goals and objectives must be reviewed, and where
necessary, adjusted to ensure they remain current and
relevant.
CPR116 Progress towards goals and objectives must be
assessed to identify and fix implementation problems.

Ensure lots are adequately

Improving and encouraging
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maintained.

standards for maintenance and
upkeep of areas around homes will
ensure cleanliness and keep yards
tidy.

upkeep of the current high standards of domestic yards.
CPR086 Enhance and advertise seasonal community clean‐
ups, including regular schedule for the removal of community
wastes.
CPR087 Encourage the maintenance and creation of gardens
and initiate annual awards for ‘best’ yard or garden.
CPR088 Develop a system of guidance and procedures to deal
with unsightly or unsafe areas.

A place of
physical and
cultural
protection

Keep Moosehide alcohol and
drug free.

Residents have strongly indicated
that alcohol and drugs have no
place in the community.

Encourage and enhance the current system to dissuade alcohol and
drugs being brought into the village.
CPR078 Retain the current informal community watch system
and traditional discipline to dissuade alcohol and drugs being
brought into the village.
CPR079 Regularly remind citizens and visitors that alcohol and
drugs must not be taken to the village.
CPR080 Continue to promote Moosehide as a haven for
traditional recovery and healing

Gauge the potential to
reintroduce traditional and
festive gatherings and dances.

Traditionally celebrations, and
particular those over the festive
Christmas and New Year periods,
were a mainstay of the Moosehide
social and cultural calendar.

Seek guidance from residents, citizens and Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in
government into the demand and feasibility of hosting traditional
fall and winter celebrations.
CPR025 Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in government should consult with
citizens to identify the level of interest in reinstating
traditional gatherings.
CPR026 Review relevant recommendations in the
Infrastructure Resources Plan to ensure facilities can
accommodate the events.

Ensure tourist visits do not

Moosehide is seen as a place to ‘get
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Maintain current low levels of tourist visits.
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adversely interfere with
residents’ privacy and
enjoyment.

away from the rat race’. Increased
tourism may interfere with its peace
and privacy.

CPR0102 Moosehide should not be actively promoted as a
tourist destination, outside of the Moosehide Gathering.
CPR103 Retain restrictions on formal tourist boat access.
CPR104 Continue with the current permitting and approvals
process for overland visitations.
CPR105 The Management Plan for the Tr'ondëk‐Klondike
World Heritage Site will conform to all recommendations
within the Moosehide Community Plan and Cultural Resources
Management Plan.
Cope with future tourist pressures if visitations markedly increase.
CPR106 Improve advertising and enforcement of the visitor
permit requirements.
CPR107 Maintain accurate records of permits issued and
visitations to the site.
CPR108 Develop a contingency plan to deal with increasing
tourist pressures, including strategies such as thresholds, or
directing tourist to other Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in site appropriate
for tourism.

Living in a safe,
healthy and
traditional
manner

Ensure adequate community
emergency response.

Develop an effective community emergency response plan in a
Adequate response plans for fire,
flood, evacuation or injury and
timely manner.
disease will markedly reduce risks to
residents and property. There are
CPR014 Create and adopt an emergency response plan in
no plans currently in place and
conjunction with the Territorial and Municipal governments.
communications are inadequate.
CPR015 Develop emergency communications protocol and
provide necessary equipment and training.

Minimise community risks

Resident and property safety can
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from fire.

benefit from forest and house fire
mitigation and preparedness; the
risks can be minimised through the
provision of equipment,
information and training.

CPR016 Ensure adequate fire‐fighting equipment is provided
as soon as possible, made readily available and regularly
tested and maintained.
CPR017 Make sure sufficient Firesmart programs are carried
out regularly, either in cooperation with the Territorial
Government or on the initiative of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in.
CPR018 Appropriate seasonal clearing or burning piles of
brush and construction refuse would reduce should be
undertaken to reduce potential hazards from fire.
CPR019 Introduce minimum standards for distances between
homes/buildings.
CPR020 All public buildings must have an adequate and
regularly inspected fire suppression system including battery‐
powered smoke detectors and fire extinguishers.
CPR021 Encourage all homes to have
regularly maintained fire extinguishers and smoke detectors
installed.
Raise awareness of residents on how best to minimise fire risks and
respond to fire hazards.
CPR022 Provide regular opportunities for education and
guidance to residents regarding fire prevention, safety and
response.

Ensure adequate community
infrastructure.
Maintain and improve current
access for citizens.

Community infrastructure is vital
for a healthy and vibrant
community.
Easier and safer access for citizens
will increase use and sense of
99

See Infrastructure Resources Plan.
Increase citizen visitation opportunities by boat.

Moosehide Community Plan ‐ January 2016

belonging.

CPR001 Introduce a system to match boat usage
requests/requirements with availability.
CPR002 Complete a full engineering survey of the shoreline
and undertake work to counteract erosion and stabilise the
shore.
CPR003 Improve docking facilities, to increase capacity and
make boat access and dock use safer.
CPR004 Investigate additional boat docking locations
downstream of the current dock.
Make access trails safer, with improved safety signage, without
being overdeveloped.
CPR005 Undertake seasonal surveys of all trails to and within
the village.
CPR006 Formally decommission or redirect the lower ‘bluff’
section of the Moosehide to Dawson City trail.
CPR007 Introduce a regular and adequately funded program
of trail maintenance and repair, without enlarging or overly
increasing accessibility.
CPR008 Provide safety, liability and directional signage for
trail users.
CPR009Do not formally advertise the trail from Dawson City.
Investigate feasibility of reinstating and/or improving trails to Fort
Reliance and the Lepine Creek connection to Tombstone.
CPR010 Include the Moosehide trails in the wider Tr'ondëk
Hwëch’in trails planning and development.
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Develop a formal partnership with the territorial and municipal
governments to ensure appropriate trail development and
responsibility.
CPR011 Agree a formal partnership or Memorandum of
Agreement with the other relevant governments for trail use
and development.
CPR012 Obtain legal opinion on how trails liability can best be
managed.
Safeguard and improve water
supply.

Improving water quality would give
residents and visitors confidence in
the source and reduce the amount
of drinking water transported into
the community.

Protection and enhancement of natural and drinking water sources
and storage.
CPR081 Source creeks should be regularly inspected for debris
or animal carcasses and waste.
CPR082 Water pumps, filters and pipes must be regularly
checked and maintained, and meet appropriate standards.

Reinstatement of gardens and
food production.

Traditionally gardens were
common at Moosehide. Fresh
produce and flowers will provide
healthy food and enhance the site.

CPR083 Water storage infrastructure, maintenance and water
testing should be reviewed to ensure acceptable drinking
water quality.
Encourage families to plant gardens and grow fresh produce.
CPR092 Investigate the potential and location for a
community garden at Moosehide.
CPR093 Incorporate Moosehide into the Community and
Training Farm project.
CPR094 Support and assist residents to create family gardens.
CPR095 Create a small composting facility to serve gardens
and reduce waste.

Maintain resident safety and

Easier access to the village may
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security.

lead to increased tourist
interference, more garbage, and
drinking and security issues.

CPR084 Retain trails at current levels of accessibility.
Improve accessibility for the less‐able.
CPR085 A full accessibility survey of the village’s public
buildings should be undertaken, and recommendations
adopted where practicable.

A place for
sharing and
learning and
healing

Increase culturally appropriate
usage of existing buildings.

Increase the use and
availability of Tr'ondëk
Hwëch'in buildings and
infrastructure.

Some buildings are currently
underutilised and could be used for
other purposes. Introducing more
citizens to Moosehide through
cultural and educational programs
has parallel benefits through
increasing patronage of buildings
and infrastructure.
Buildings for public use, or
maintained/repaired through public
funds should be available for public
uses.

To increase Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in government and business uses of
Moosehide facilities to encourage visitations, increase educational
opportunities, raise awareness and add to the sense of community
involvement.
CPR031 Identify the types of uses and events that would be
appropriate and respectful at Moosehide.
It is important when seeking to increase usage and encourage visits
to ensure public buildings are known to be available and accessible
when required.
CPR032 Define users and government responsibilities for
public buildings in order to increase awareness and reduce
the potential for conflicts.
CPR033 A better recording system for availability and
bookings would similarly be effective.

Use the welcoming, healing
and spiritual nature of
Moosehide for those that
need guidance or support.

As the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in spiritual
home, Moosehide should be the
primary host for these types of
gatherings.

Host more spiritual and healing camps, particularly for longer‐
duration projects and programs.

Create additional employment
and training opportunities.

Providing employment at
Moosehide adds an economic
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Increase employment and economic opportunities in the village.

CPR027 Consider relocating existing health and healing
programs, or hosting new projects at Moosehide.
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dimension to the community and
presents citizens and residents with
income opportunities.

CPR099 Consider increasing the term and role for the
caretaker, and create positions for season community/safety
personnel.
CPR100 Examine the potential to establish or relocate
training and education programs to Moosehide.
CPR101 Enhance opportunities for all work tendered and
carried out at Moosehide to be done by citizens when
feasible.

Living close to
nature

Protection of viewscapes.

Continue to protect the
environment and wildlife.

Equally as important to how the
village looks, the traditional views
from the site require similar
protection.

Ensure community viewscapes are considered during the land use
and development assessment processes.

Moosehide is a place to be close to
nature and to live in a traditional
and natural manner.

Continue to practice environmental stewardship.

CPR077 Develop a rationale for protecting viewscapes for
inclusion in development applications and assessment
processes.

CPR075 Create a best‐practices guide for the storage and
removal of household food wastes and composting.
CPR076 Initiate a regular seasonal schedule of community
waste and debris removal.

For future
generations

Encourage families to make
Moosehide home.

The future prosperity of the village
is dependent on new generations
settling at the site.

Encourage families to settle by making land available and improving
the allocation process.
CPR058 Elders Council should adopt proposals creating
areas for new housing development, making the process fair
and clear, and to provide appropriate advice and guidance
to applicants.

Allow for safe and consistent

Plans can identify and clarify future
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village development.

Increase child and youth
involvement and participation.

development to enhance residents’
way of life and make Moosehide a
more attractive place for citizens to
visit.

and community development.

The future prosperity of the
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in and the village is
dependent on new generations
visiting, enjoying and learning at
the site.

Increase opportunities for youth and children to visit and reside at
Moosehide.

CPR057 Implement the proposed land use areas and give
encouragement to those uses when considering future
developments.

CPR028 Give preference to Moosehide when investigating
potential to increase educational and recreational
opportunities for youth and children.
CPR029 Build upon the good relationship between Tr’ondëk
Hwëch'in, Tr’inke Zho and Robert Service School to provide
further youth opportunities to visit and learn.
CPR030 Review infrastructure requirements and
improvements designed for youth and families with younger
children.

Increase community
renewable energy generation.

Renewable resources provide
energy for the community and
families with little environmental
impact, making the village more
sustainable.

Introduce a comprehensive program of renewable energy
initiatives for the community and individuals.
CPR089 Investigate the feasibility of renewable energy
sources for community use, particularly creek‐sourced hydro.
CPR090 Support and assist residents to install renewable
systems for their homes.
CPR091 Provide guidance for home installation including
maximum dimensions and best locations of private wind
generators and solar panels.

Reduce community waste and
increase waste diversion.

Reducing waste and removing it
from the village has many
environmental and health and
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Encourage residents and visitors to responsibly handle and dispose
of community wastes.
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safety benefits, and increases
waste diversion.

CPR096 Upgrade the facility set aside for storage of waste
items and debris for removal.
CPR097 Create a recycling storage facility to collect recycling.
CPR098 Provide recycling and waste diversion advice and
encouragement to residents and visitors.

Minimise the adverse impacts
of climate change on the
community.

The degree of impacts will be
determined by how the community
responds and adapts to expected
changes.

Raise community awareness and preparedness for the effects of
climate change.

CPR013 Ensure the recommendations and guidance in the
Dawson Climate Adaptation Plan are articulated to residents
and incorporated into management and planning decisions.
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Appendix II

Cultural Resources Management Plan
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